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The spies were right 


On Thursday, April 11, a pamphlet entitled “ Danger Official Secret RSG 6” 
was circulated to the national press, political parties, prominent personalities 
in the peace movement including Bertrand Russell, Albert Schweitzer and 
Linus Pauling, to a number of MPs and to MI5. The pamphiet gave details 
of the Government’s plans for setting up 12 regional seats of government 
(RSGs) in secret underground offices, naming the sites of several of them and 


giving names and telephone numbers. 


It also gave details of the results of 


the military exercises Parapluie and Fallex 62 which showed that a nuclear 
attack would reduce this country to chaos. 

A Government official was quoted by the “Daily Express” on April 13 as 
saying : “The location of these centres is an official secret and this document 


could be of value to spies. 


ment departments concerned with defence.” 


was not called into question. 


The information is restricted to certain Govern- 


The accuracy of the pamphlet 


As “Peace News” went to press this week Special Branch were reported to 
be still making enquiries about the source of the pamphlet. 


Peace News welcomes the publication of 
the Spies for Peace pamphlet and considers 
it to have been in the national interest. It 
is a valuable supplement to the Plack 
Paper which we published on the effects of 
nuclear war, because it shows that the 
Government is well aware of the total 
chaos that war would bring, but is trying 
to withhold this from the public. 

The really important revelation in the docu- 
ment concerns the effects in Briain of the 
Fallex 62 NATO exercise in September, 
1962. The Defence White Paper for 1963-4 
states: “In the course of participating last 
autumn in the NATO Exercise Fallex 62 
the opportunity was taken to practise our 
mobilisation plans, and to exercise pro- 
cedures for co-operation with the civil 
authorities in home defence. ... In general 
the exercise showed that the plans were 
basically sound and practicable.” The Spies 
for Peace pamphlet shows on the contrary 
that the exercise proved that a nuclear 
attack would result in complete chaos: 


“The medical services broke down com- 
pletely. Every hospital in the Southern 
Region was destroyed or put out of 
action by fall-out, the death of doctors, 
or lack of supplies. The communications 
system broke down and the roads were 
choked. Gloucester, Oxford and Ply- 
mouth were climinated by small bombs. 
London was paralysed; to go above 
ground was death. A lethal belt of radia- 
tion extended as far out as Windsor. 
Three-quarters of the police in the 
Southern Region were killed, injured or 
irradiated. Lesses among the civilian 
population were proportionately even 
higher, Whoever won the war, we lost 
it.” 

This confirms the report on Fallex 62 pub- 

lished by Der Spiegel last October and re- 

printed in Peace News November 9. 


An indication that it is the information 
about the results of the NATO exercises 
that is really worrying the Government is 
shown by the fact that the Daily Mail waz 
advised to black out such information when 
it published a shortened version of the 
pamphlet on Tuesday. 


In the section on civil defence the White 
Paper also states: ‘“‘ The Government have 
always recognised the importance of in- 
forming the public of the effects of nuclear 
weapons and the steps that could be taken 
to mitigate these effects.” By informing the 
public the Spies for Peace document was in 
fact carrying out avowed Government 


policy. Certainly there can be no fjustifica- 
tion on grounds of security or anything clse 
for the Government to deceive the public 
in defiance of its own avowed policy. 


The Labour opposition could make much 
of the Government's deception of the 
public. Unfortunately they are so com- 
mitted to the arms programme that they 
seem more likely to use the opportunity to 
attack the Government for not taking even 
stricter security precautions. 


The Spies for Peace pamphlet also gives 
details, including telephone numbers and 
addresses, of the 12 underground Regional 
Seats of Government that would be set up 
in the event of war. The general outline of 
the plan for Regional Commissioners had 
already been made public. What the pam- 
phiet does is to show in some detail the 
sort of powers that such Regional Govern- 
ments would have, assuming that the plan 
worked out and that there were still other 
people left alive to govern. Regional Com- 
missioners would have absolute power in 
their regions and would have under them 
an administrative staff in which the main 
departments of government would be repre- 
sented - the Army, Navy, Air Force, police, 
etc. It would in fact be a completely 
authoritarian administration, governing by 
decree. 


More important is the fact that the system 
of Regional Governments could only oper- 
ate at all if the nuclear attack was on an 
absurdly small scale. A large scale attack, 
which seems more probable, would leave 
the Regional Government in charge cf 
several million corpses for the few weeks it 
might hope to survive itself. 


The picture that emerges from the pamphlet 
is this: the Government are spending mil- 
lions of pounds on a system of regional 
military dictatorships, to operate from 
secret underground offices in the event of a 
nuclear attack. Even with this system in 
operation the results of NATO exercises 
show that there would be complete chaos. 
As the Spies for Peace pamphlet com- 
ments: “It (Fallex 62) proved once and 
for all the truth of the 1957 Defence White 
Paper that there is no defence against 
nuclear war.” 


The British press has accepted without in- 
dignation or even surprise a plan which, 
ludicrous as it may be, envisages a form of 
military government in the post-nuclear era. 
It has complied with the D notice wam- 
ings not to publish the names of the sites 


or the details of the Fallex 62 operation. 
It is a frightening reminder of the totali- 
tarian implications of nuclear war prepara- 
tions and of the way they have come 
already to be accepted as necessary in the 
national interest. 


Instead the press has concentrated its 
attack on the irresponsibility of the authors 
of the pamphlet. They suggest that by 
naming the location of the Regional Seats 
of Government the authors pinpoint new 
nuclear targets for an enemy and thus 
render a genuinely defensive system inoper- 
able. This is not a very serious point. The 
pemphlet states that 5,000 people are in- 
volved in the plans for Regional Govern- 
ment and thousands more workers and ad- 
ministrators must know of the existence of 
the sites. It is inconceivable that the Rus- 
sians are unaware of their existence, even 
if they do not know exactly what is going 
on in them. Several newspapers, in fact, 
point out that national security was not 
vitally affected by the publication of the 
addresses of the sites; bomber and rocket 
bases and the seat of the central Govern- 
ment would be the priority targets, not the 
Regional Seats of Government. The argn- 
ment against revealing the whereabouts of 
the RSGs operates even more strongly 
therefcre at supposedly secret rocket and 
bomber bases where nuclear disarmers have 
been holding demonstrations since 1958. It 
was Peace News which first published a 
map showing the location of rocket bases 
in East Anglia. 

It is argued that the RSGs are purely de- 
fensive, and that even a disarmed and 
neutralist government would have to set up 
some such system. In fact, the whole civil 


defence programme is part and parcel of 
the nuclear system. As the Defence White 
Paper states: 


“These plans (for civil defence) which 
provide for the close co-operation of the 
civil and military authorities are an in- 
tegral part of our defence plans.” 


From time to time reports circulate about 
massive dispersal plans in the Soviet Union 
in the event of nuclear attack, and these, in 
conjunction with its nuclear arms pro- 
gramme, are invariably seen as evidence of 
sinister designs. The irony of the present 
situation is that the more thorough a 
nuclear armed government’s plans for civil 
defence are, the more nervous its opponents 
will be that an attack is impending. 


A neutralist government could not possibly 
have a system of secret underground 
centres, if only because secret operations 
would completely destroy the confidence of 
other countries in its sincerity. It would 
eitker have to provide an enormously costly 
deep-shelter programme or rely on its posi- 
tive foreign and domestic policy to deter ~ 
attack in the first place. Secrecy is a con- 
comitant of militarism and will have to 
be discarded with it. 


The press has attacked the Spies for Peace 
pamphlet as irresponsible. The people who 
have really been irresponsible are the Gov- 
ernment who have kept important informa- 
tion secret and the press which has assisted 
them in doing so. 


Any man whose conscience is outraged by 
the preparations for nuclear war and feels 
he must let the public know about them, 
even if this means breaking the Official 
Secrets Act, has our support. 
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lI renounce wer and i will never 
support or sanction another 


This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsieigh Street WCI 


Teachers’ CND present booklet 


CHILDREN IN THE 
NUCLEAR AGE 


Contributors include Bertrand Russell, 
Jehn Rae, Dr. James Henderson, Dr. 
Ruth Clayton, Geoffrey Partington. 
Cash with order at Is. per copy to TCND, 
7 St. George’s Mansions, Yauxha!] Bridge Rd., 
London, S.W.1. 


CND RUBBER STAMPS 
CAMPAIGN FOR 


NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT 


Price Gs. each 


Full details of this and other designs 
for printing on envelopes, pamphlets, 
etc., from: David Josephs, 10 Lemwade 
Road, Birmingham 32. 


Also available at Housmans. 


Viewpoints 


A bi-monthly duplicated magazine 
composed entirely of essays contri- 
buted by members of The Outsiders’ 
Forum. Essays on any subject written 
from an individual viewpoint are wel- 
comed. For details of membership 
please write to: 


The Editress, 
85 Raleigh Drive, 
LONDON, N.20. 


After the 
march 


keep up the campaign with 


£ s d 
Peace News 


every week 5s doz 

Black Paper. H-Bomb War 

6d (post 3d) 4s 6d doz, 25s 100 
Accidental War—Some Hazards 
ts (post 3d) 11s doz 

Direct Action: April Carter 

1s 6d (post 3d) 16s doz 
Everyman Voyages Broadsheet 
6d (post 3d) 4s 6d doz 


Inside Story: Prisoners’ Report 
Is (post 3d) 11s doz 


I enclose/please invoice low) 


NAME 


hOUSMA 


The Peace News bookshop 
5 Caledonian Rd Ni 


Classified 


Teema : cash with onder, 6d. per word, min. 4s. @ox 
Mos. la. exiva). Pisass dp not send stamps in pey- 
ment, exespt for odd _Addroms Hox No. 
replise : Peace Nows, 5 Boad, Lendon, 
N.1. Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


A@vertiss im Pence Nows for remits. Smalls ratez 
above - discowats foe series. Displayed advertise- 
moat rates on application to Advertisement Man- 
ager, Peace News, 5 Caledoman Road, Landon, N.1. 


Coming Events 


Yorks PPU Weekend School, May 4-5, Ilkley. 
Walter Stein : ‘‘ Our-Meral Crisis." Details : Gib- 
son, Stapleton, Pontefract. 

pte ile 

Holiday Accommodation 
Cotswold Hills. Cottage guest house; excellent 
centre; good food; £1 daily £6 weekly. Brochure: 
Lilla Eaton, Yew Trees, Cockleford, Cowley, 
Cheltenham. 


Lamorna Cove. Two-berth gypsy caravan. Sole van, 
lovely secluded site. Interior-sprung mattress. Gas 
fire, lights, cooking. Everything for use except linen. 
5-6 gns. per week, including gas. Gibbs, Lamorna, 
Penzance. 


Weston-super-Mare, Milford Lodge, 
qtfiet part of sea- “front, 7-9 gns. 
G., M. and N. Hather. 


Private Hotel, 
Quaker owned. 


Personal 
Correspond with, 
people 


exchange visits with like-minded 
throughout the world by joining the ITC. 
free details to ITC/5, Grindley Ave., 
Manchester 21. 


Send for 
Chorlton, 


Write for booklet, discount price 


Family planning. 
mi Premier, 50 Black Lion 


list and free sample offer: 
&t., Brighton. 


Independent candidate requires funds to enable him 
to stand at the election on the basis of unilateral 
(and other) disarmament. Offers to: F. Rowland 
Dale, 81 West Cross Lane, West Cross, Swansea. 


Peace News and Housmans Bookshop are open 
9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, to 1 p.m. on 


Saturday Visitors and voluntary helpers always 
welcome. 5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, London, 
1. (TER 4473.) 


Rush Matting, looks good, wears well, any room. 
To nearest 12” at Is 9d sq. ft., or stock sizes 
4’ x 2 12s 6d, 6 x 3’ 28s 6d, 7 x 4! 42s each. 
In natural, or green/natural in alternate 12” squares. 
Also natural seagrass kitchen mats, tough and 
modern, 36” x 18” 3s 6d, 48” x 24” 6s 6d, 54” x 
27” 8s ‘Gd each. Every type of cane and bamboo 


stocked for garden, handicraft, interior work. 
Whines and Edgeler, The Bamboo People, God- 
manstone, Do Dorchester, Dorset. 

Typesetters for the peace movement. There is a 


jobs, 
and in sharing control of the venture are asked to 


write to Box No. 157. 


War Resisters' International welcomes gifts of foreign 
stamps. 8 Park Ave., Enfield, Middx. 


Woman, convinced from own 4-yr. old, that a happy 
child is first happy, then good, desires contact man 
who comes home from work he likes to do, wanting 
share building family of foster-children. Box No. 
164 


Publications 


Socialist Standard - The monthly journal of the 
International Socialist movement. Send 1s P.O, for 
special issue on the Housing Problem, basic pam- 
phlets and details of jocal branches to : Dept. PN, 
Socialist Party of Gt. Britain, 52 Clapham High St., 
London, S.W.4. 


‘*The Common Life" and ‘ Spiritual Living ’’, a 
newsletter and a bulletin edited by Swami Avyak- 
tananda, will be sent free to peace lovers and 
progressive thinkers and to all interested in politics, 
and a spiritual way of life, on application to: The 
Vedanta Movement, Branch Centre, 13 Elsenham 
Street, Southfields, London, S.W.18. 


Western Socialist - The journal of the World 
Socialist Party of the USA and the Socialist Party 
of Canada. Write for specimen issues and free 
pamphlets to “W.S.,". 146 Inderwick Road, 
London, N.8, 


Accommodation Vacant 


Hampstead cottage available for the summer, between 
July 15 and September 8, furnished and equipped at 
£8 p.w. Will sleep 5._\ Ble Write Box 165. 


Two rooms to let in Central Brighton, on permanent 
basis. Very large living room fitted full kitchen 
facilities and bedroom. Simple but dignified furnish- 


ings. Near sea and station. Vegetarians preferred 
but not essential, £3 15. per week, Box No. 142. 
For Sale 


Stationery for personal, group or office use. Get all 
your supplies from Housmans, (Ihe PN booksellers), 
5 Caledonian Rd, London, N.1-. 


D | | 
As tha ia a free service we reserve the right to 
select from notiecs seat in. Te make the scrvice as 
com:plete as possible, we urge organisers to: 
1. Sead entries to arrtee net later than first post 
Mendsy (Priday preferred). 
inckide date, towe, 
netare of event, 
tary‘s address). 
To pubtiesse fotl details, 
played advertisement. 
Remember to ordsr sapics af Pesce Nows for your 
advertised meeting : Sale or Remsrn. From: Cires- 
lation Dept., 3 Caledenian Rd., N.1. 


19 April, Friday 


London, N.W.1: 8-12 p.m. St. Pancras Town Hall 
Assembly Rooms. Africa Freedom Day Ball. 
Johnny Dankworth’s Orchestra. Adm. : 5s. MCF. 


20 April, Saturday 


Lendos, W.C.2: 3 p.m Manette St. (off Charing 
X Rd.). Open-ai -air mtg Poster ler parade 4.3 4.30. CND. 
Norwich : 3 p.m. Keir Hardie Hall. Mtg. to make 
final_arrangements for Marham. Committee of 100. 


21 April, Sunday 


London, S.W.6: Meet 6.10 p.m. at large Park 
gates, north end of Putney Bridge, for visit to 
Evensong in All Saints’ Ch., Fulham. Details : 
Jack Bawles, 23 Colehill Lane, S.W.6. RENown 


5857. Christian CND. 


wisse hall, street), 
erganisersr (and secre- 


time, 
speakers, 


beek a classified or dis- 


Tonbridge: 6.30 p.m. Adult Sch. Hall, 
Fred Crayford : 
SoF. 


23 April, Tuesday 


Richmond, Sy.: 8.15 p.m. The Black Horse Garage, 


Sheen Ri Rd. Leaflet. distribution. PPU. 


27 April, Saturday 


Hoanslow. Middx.: 2.30-8 n.m. Town Hail, 
Rd. _London Region Day School. ¢ CND. 


» W.C.2: 11 a.m.4.30 p.m. Friends’ 
52 St. Martin’s Lane. 
Christian Conscience 
Sneakers: Arch. . Roberts. SJ., Nancy 
Richardson, (FPC). Details: Christian CND 
(London Region), 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. 


l Danvers Rd. 
““ Quakerism Yesterday and Today."’ 


Treaty 


Mtg. 
Dav symposium : 
and Nuclear War."’ 


Southamnton: 6 o.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse. Ordnance 
Rd. 25th Anniversary Celebration Mtg. Max 
Parker: ‘‘ The FoR ~- its continuing challenge.’’ 
Tea 4.30. FoR. 


28 April, Sunday 


London. N.W.1: 10.30 a.m.-6 p.m. Unity Hall, 
NUR, Euston Rd. New Supporters’ Day School. 
CND. 

30 April, Tuesday 

London. W.C ft: 7.15 nm. 6 Endsleioh St. London 


Area Mtg. Business 
members welcome. 


2 May, Thursday 


fture plans, discussions. Al! 
U, 


Landon. E.11: 8 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Bush 
Rd., Levtonstone. Murie] Sorenson on her visit to 
India. PPU. 


3 May. Fridav 


Bristol: 7 p.m. 110 West Town Lane. 4. 
Officers’ Conference and AGM _ renarts. 


4-5 May, Sat-Sun 


Itkley. Yorks: Hollvbrook Guest Hee... Oneen’s Rd. 
Yorkshire Area Weekend Schoot. Dr. Walter Stein : 
“* Our Moral Crisis.’ Details : Hilda Gibson. Went- 
bridge 381. PPU. 


3-2 June, Sat-Sun 


Watferd to Hertford: Whitsin march Assemble 
10.30 a.m. Sat. Cassiobury Park. 10 am. Sun. 
Market Sa. St. Albans. March via Welewn and 
Peter Taylor, 86 The Ridgeway, 


Rie 145. 
PPU. 


Hatfield. Details : 
Watford. CND. 


1-3 June, Sat-Mon 


Cotsweld: Whitsun CND Camp. Under canvas. 
Speakers, discussion, films. Details : Nige] Young, 
3 Park Lane, Birmingham, 6. ASTon Cross 2481. 


Every week 


Fridays 


Brighton: 12.45 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Ship St. 
Picnic bunch amd discussion. Tea provided, bring 


own food. Freedom from _Hunger Campaign. SoF. 
Lendon, £.C.3: 12.45-2 p.m. Tower Hill. Speakers 


on pacifism and current events from the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship. Methodist Peace Fellowslip, 
Fellowship af Reconciliation, Peace Pledge Union. 
Croydon: 7.30 p.m.-10.30 p.m. YCND Centre, 17 
Elmwood Road, West Croydon. 


Saturdays 


London, W.11: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Golborn Rd., Porto- 
bello Market, north end. PPU bookstall. Volun- 
teers for two-hour shéfts aingy* needed. ‘Phone Sec. 
BAY. 2086 or FLA 


Manchester: 2.30 p.m. Qonwardes 
area. Selling of Black Paper, etc. 


Oxford: 
market and Queen Street. 
peace literature on request. 
Wallace, 123 Kingston Road, 


Centra] Library 
YCND. 


10 a.m.-4 p.m., Carfax, comer of Corn- 
Peace News seling. Other 
Organiser: Richard 


Snuitos, Surrey: 10 a.m.-5.30 p.m. Cock Pavement. 


Bookstal!. Volunteers welcome. YCND, C'ttee of 
100 

Orpington: 9.30-5.30 High St. (nr. W. H. Smith's.) 
Manning bookstall, leafletinge YCND. 

Uxbridge, Middx.: 2.30 p.m. onwards, Uxbridge 
Met. Stn. Peace literature sales. CND, C'ttee of 
100 

Sundays 

Londen, W.C.1: 10 a.m-5 p.m. Ampton St. (off 
Gray's Inn Rd.). Building an adventure playground. 
Details : Dot Davis. TER 4473. CND Constructive 
Service. 

Bristol: 6.30 p.m. The Centre. Open-air Meeting 


(weather permitting). C'ttee of 100. 


Saturdays and Sundays 


Colchester: Door-to-door sales of Peace News, 
leafleting, canvassing, etc. Helpers "phone 72041. 
C'ttee of 100. 


Lenden, S.E.t: Christchurch House, Chancel St. 
Work camps every weekend to hetp old and handi- 
capped people in slums of Lendoa. ‘Phone WAT 
3968. IVS. 


Lendoa: Peanuts Club 7.30-1! p.m. 213 Bishopsgate. 
Sats. New Iberian Stompers Jazz Band, Suns. CND 
Folk songs. Informal. C'ttee of 100. 


read this if 
you're rich 


We have a number of people abroad who 
would like to receive Peace News, but either 
cannot afford to or are not allowed to send 
money out of the country (East Germany, 
for example). 

If you would like to pay for a subscription 
to one of these people, please write to 
Dorothy Davis, Subscription Manager, 5 
Caledonian Road, London, N.}. 


THE VOYAGES OF 
EVERYMAN 


An eight-page Peace News size ilfus- 
trated broadsheet of the three Every- 
man voyages of protest against nuclear 


tests. Non-violence in practice at 
Christmas Island, Johnson Island and 
Leningrad. 
6d (postage 3d) US: 15 cents 
Bulk rates 


4s 6d doz 30s 100 (post free) 
from Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd NI. 


$1 per 16 copies $9 per 100 
from CNVA, 325 Lafayette St, New York 
12, NY. 


SPEECHES 
ARGUMENTS 
DEBATES 
DISCUSSION 


need background knowledge 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
broadsheets 


FACTS and FALLACIES 
supply this 
2d each, 2s 6d annually 
titles include 
APARTHEID (1, 2, 3) 
CIVIL DEFENCE 
STATE OF ISRAEL (1, 2) 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
THE COMMON MARKET 
PROBLEM OF BERLIN 
CHRIST AND PACIFISM 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CON- 


SEQUENCES OF DISARMA- 
MENT 


For full list apply to: 


The Organiser, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 
EUS 5501 


LONDON REGION CND 
DAY SCHOOLS 


CENTRAL LONDON, Sunday 28 April 
10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Unity Hall, NUR, Euston Road, N.W.1 


WEST LONDON, Saturday 27 April 
2.30 to 8 p.m. 


Hounslow Town Hall, Treaty Road 
Hounslow, Middlesex 


Devi Prasad 


Friendship 


Devi Prasad with Hugh Brock & 


(photo: John Hopkins) 


marchers 


in difficulties 


The Delhi-Peking friendship march, which 
started on March 1, is facing great difficul- 
ties. The Chinese reaction to it has been 
bitterly hostile, partly because its motives 
have not been understood. The marchers 
themselyes are divided or unsure about 
what precisely their policy should be. In 
this article Devi Prasad examines some of 
the problems of the march. 


The New Delhi-Peking Friendship March 
has a two-fold significance. It is a practical 
example of non-violent action against war 
by a truly international team. It is also 
important for the development of the Indian 
and international peace movements. 


Pacifists and a majority of other peace 
workers have been particularly grieved be- 
cause India resorted to armed resistance. 
Of course they realised that nothing else 
could be expected of Governments which 
rely on power politics. What really shocked 
them was to learn from letters, articles and 
statements from leading Sarvodaya workers 
that the Indian peace movement was also 
echoing the same nationalist sentiments and 
supporting, even though indirectly, the war 
efforts of their Government. 


It was argued by some Indian friends that 
the background of the Sarvodaya movement 
was not that of “ Western pacifism.” They 
said non-violent action is the basis of Sar- 
vodaya philosophy, and that at this juncture 
it should be “ non-violent assistance.” This, 
quite understandably, confused many, be- 
cause to them it meant assistance to 
national efforts in “throwing out the in- 
vaders.” While the spirit and purpose be- 
hind the idea of “non-violent assistance ” 
was, to assist people in strengthening them- 
selves economically and morally so as to be 
able to oppose any kind of violence from 
within or without, the effect of this ap- 
proach was that the public and officials con- 


sidered the peace movement as an auxiliary 
force of the defence department. This was 
the impression created in many minds in 
the West as well. The Sarva Seva Sangh in 
its annual conference in November, 1962, 
deliberated at length the issue of Sino- 
Indian conflict. Its offcial statement sup- 
ported - by implication - armed resistance. 
The truth of the situation is, perhaps, that 
the war broke out so unexpectedly that it 
created confusion in the movement. The 
reaction depended upon the degree of the 
individual's conviction, his awareness of 
national and international political realities, 
the extent of his nationalist feelings, likings 
and dislikings of communists and com- 
munism, ete. etc. This kind of reaction 
was not new. Pacifists in Europe have gone 
through this during the two World Wars. 
This raised several questions about pacifism 
and non-violence and future non-violent 
action, particularly as an_ international 
force. 


At this juncture the idea of a march by an 
international team from Delhi to Peking 
was wholeheartedly welcomed. It was 
called Friendship March, which was a pro- 
found idea. Messengers of friendship would 
ask conflicting parties to throw away their 
weapons of violence and hatred and to re- 
sort to their moral power. They would ask 
the people of both India and China to exert 
pressure on their respective governments to 
stop fighting and to negotiate peacefully 
and, if necessary, to take non-violent action 
against war preparations. The international 
character of the march would make it 
easier to oppose war efforts and the grow- 
ing militarism of India. Even more than 
that was the importance of the meeting of 
advocates of pacifism and non-violence. 


The Sarvodaya workers held a conference 
at Sevagram. It was there that the idea of 
the march was mooted. At the same time 
Indian peace workers were beginning to re- 


think their stand on the issue. One thing 
they realised was that branding the Chinese 
as aggressors was a mistake. This reap- 
praisal bettered their chances as conciliators 
and messengers of friendship. The state- 
ment of the marchers, given at the time of 
their departure from New Delhi, openly 
expressed its opposition to war and de- 
clared “that individuals should be free to 
refuse participation in or support of the 
armed forces or defence industry.” The 
statement addressed itself to both China 
and India. 


It is too early to say how the march will 
shape. It may not be easy to acbieve com- 
plete unity between different points of view. 
Although all the participants of the march 
are “tested soldiers,” committed to non- 
violence, they include people who talk in a 
language of purely ethereal level, like 
Shankar Rao Dev, and others who look at 
things from a “realistic angle,’’ such as Ed 
Lazar. 


Two statements from China 


Official Chinese reactions to the Delhi- 
Peking march have been extremely hostile. 
Below is printed a statement from the New 
China News Agency (Peking) and another 
from the Chinese Peace Committee. 


New China News Agency 


PEKING, MARCH 2ND. 

A group of Indian reactionaries in collusion 
with U.S. imperialism are on a so-called 
* Delhi-Peking Friendship March.” . .. The 
“march” was said to have been planned 
by the “ Bharat Sevak Samaj” (India’s Ser- 
vice Society) and the “Indian Shanti Sena 
Mendal” (“the Peace Brigade Society’) 
and was energetically supported by A. J. 
Muste, an American, and one of the co- 
chairmen of the “World Peace Brigade.” 
The false flag waved by the planners was 
inscribed “establish friendly relations be- 
tween the people of India and China, urge 
the peaceful solution of any disputes be- 
tween the two nations.” 

Narayan, one of the chief organisers and 
leader of the Indian “Peace Brigade 
Society,” im a statement at Agia, Utiar 
Pradesh, on February 26, revealed its anti- 
China intentions. The ‘“ Hindustan Times ” 
reported Narayan as having said in his 
statement that the Indian Government’s 
“present defence effort was inadequate to 
meet the Chinese threat.” Besides this 
“defence effort,” he said, “a non-violent 
struggle should be launched against Chinese 
aggression.” He stressed that this ‘“ non- 


violent struggle”’ was not only “suitable 
but was most effective.” 

“India’s Service Society” is a body -sup- 
ported by the Indian Birla monopoly group. 
Last November, shortly before it organised 
the “ Delhi-Peking friendship march,” the 
society issued a “statement on the Sino- 
Indian conflict,” which was directed against 
the Chinese Government announcement of 
cease fire and withdrawal on its own initia- 
tive, viciously attacking China. The state- 
ment described the Sino-Indian border con- 
flict as having been forced upon India. It 
said that China “attempted to force a deci- 
sion by the use of arms,” and that this was 
“an act of aggression.” It declared : ‘‘ Our 
(the society’s) sympathy is with India.” 

It is well known that Narayan, one of the 
planners of the “march,’’ is a notorious 
ultra anti-China element. He is a re- 
actionary politician financed by the United 
States and is a former leader of the Praja 
Socialist Party, one of the most reactionary 
parties in India. Over the past years he 
has given hysterical support to the anti- 
China activities of the Tibetan serf owners 
who had fled to India. 


Chinese Peace Committee 


PEKING, MARCH 2ND. 
“The China Peace Committee has learned 
from recently received letters from the 
Indian Shanti Sena Mendal (“ Peace Brigade 
Society”), the Bharat Sevak Samaj (“ India’s 
Service Society’), and the ‘ World Peace 


Brigade” and from news reports that a 
handful of anti-China elements in India are 
plotting a so-called Delhi-Peking “ friend- 
ship march” and trying to cajole some 
Asian and African individuals into joining 
this anti-China conspiracy. The handful of 
anti-China elements have alleged that the 
aim of their “march” is “to establish 
friendly relations between the people of 
India and China” and “to urge a peaceful 
solution of any disputes between the two 
nations.” The facts, however, point to the 
opposite. One of the ringleaders engineer- 
ing this “march” is J. Narayan, a notori- 
ous reactionary Indian politician brought up 
in the lap of U.S, imperialism, who has 
always resented Sino-Indian friendship and 
wanted a complete Indian turn towards the 
West. He is President of the Indian “‘ Peace 
Brigade Society” and one of the co-chair- 
men of the “ World Peace Brigade.” .. . 
“The Government and people of China 
firmly and unswervingly safeguard Sino- 
Indian friendship, stand for a peaceful 
settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary 
question, and have done everything con- 
ceivable for this purpose. We actively sup- 
port and co-operate with the sincere efforts 
made by anyone to promote Sino-Indian 
reconciliation. But we will never be hood- 
winked by the Narayans. At the same 
time, we are convinced that neither the 
Indian people nor the other Asian and 
African persons concerned will fall into the 
trap.” 
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There is another point which demands 
urgent attention. This is the approach of 
the marchers and the sponsors of the march 
towards Communism and Communists. To 
prove its credentials the march should 
develop a sympathetic and understanding 
approach towards China. It is unfortunate 
that the key figure behind the march and a 
co-chairman of the World Peace Brigade 
has been giving the impression that he is 
anti-Communist and anti-Chinese. Jayapra- 
kash Narayan has been, it seems, called 
their “enemy number one” by one of the 
papers in China. It is true that J.P. has 
taken a stand in regard to Tibet and China 
which is obviously against the Chinese. It 
may be asked why he supports and en- 
courages the Government of India in its 
military defence against the Chinese when 
he had not approved of military action in 
Goa against the Portuguese. His anti-Com- 
munist approach could be a stumbling block 
between the friendship marchers and the 
Chinese, particularly because he holds such 
an important position. It seems very im- 
portant that a solution to this problem 
should be found immediately if the march 
is to win the appreciation of the Chinese 
and enter into China. 


A statement from Shankar Rao Dev is sig- 
nificant. He says “a friend cannot bear far 
a moment that his friend has an evil 
thought in his mind and is on the point of 
taking a wrong step which would ruin him.” 
“We must make sure that by our thought 
and deed this friendly feeling is carried to 
the heart of the opponent.” 


Now, if the march takes an abstract 
approach to friendship I am afraid it would 
not lead to any change of heart in the 
opponent. The spirit of friendship must 
manifest itself in action. It must be clear 
from our speech and action that we are 
opposed to things which hinder the growth 
of such a fnendship. Therefore the march 
has to condemn in clear language all sorts 
of war preparations of both sides. It can- 
not refrain from condemning violence of the 
country where it happens to be at~ the 
moment. Marchers cannot afford to keep 
quiet on the issue of Indian military pre- 
parations, otherwise they will neither be 
able to inculcate a positive non-violent spirit 
in the people of India nor would they be 
considered messengers of friendship by the 
Chinese. 


Devi Prasad worked with Gandhi on the 
new experiment in education. Former secre- 
tary of the War Resisters International in 
India, he ig now working as the Co-Secre- 
tary of the WRI in London. He is married, 
with three children. 
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Editorial 


A question of leadership 


Events centred round this year’s Alder- 
maston march have inescapably affected the 
character of the disarmament movement in 
this country. Whatever happens, the move- 
ment can never be the same again. 


On the credit side, it can be said that the 
march was as efficiently organised as ever. 
A large number cf foreigners, new to 
Aldermaston, were very favourably im- 
pressed with its efficiency and smooth run- 
ning. They were impressed, too, with the 
self-discipline of the marchers as they went 
silently up Whitehall to Trafalgar Square. 
The collection of dried milk for Algeria 
was extremely successful. 


However, these favourable observations 
cnly present a small part of the picture. 
This Aldermaston march - the sixth, almost 
certainly the last - was the most confused 
and divided ever. The worst sign of change 
within the movement was the increasing 
tendency to violence and mob politics. 


This paper has repeatedly expressed con- 
ern about these tendencies. It attacked the 
generally anti-police atmosphere of the 
Committee of 100 demonstration in Sep- 
tember, 1961. Then after last year’s May 
Day rally in Glasgow Peace News said: 


“The May Day meetings in Glasgow 
and London were in fact the most 
dramatic examples to date of the grow- 
ing tendency to violence within the 
campaign. 

“This violence, born of a_ passionate 
commitment to the cause and frustration 
at its seeming failure to make headway, 
was apparent in the shouting on the 
Aldermaston march, with its overtones of 
a Fascist rally. There was a moment, 
too, in Grosvenor Square on April 26 
when a riot could very easily have 
been sparked off.” 


On this year’s Aldermaston march the tend- 
ency to violence was again obvious. From 
the start the police noted that it was a 
rowdier march than previous ones, On 
Easter Monday, as it left Hyde Park, a 
section of the march, between 1,000 and 
2,000 strong, was particularly rowdy, It 
obstructed the whole roadway and offensive 
remarks about policemen were made re- 
peatedly, When George Clark asked the 
marchers to walk only twelve abreast he 
was greeted with cries of ‘“‘ bureaucrat! ”’ 
Marchers obstructed traffic, brushed against 
cars, and shouted. The police, who looked 
frightened, were called “ fascists" whenever 
they did anything to control the marchers. 
The police violence seemed at least under- 
standable to the onlookers. One old woman 
asked for a leaflet. The marchers in the 


Statement from 
Earl Russell 


Earl Russell made the following statement 
on Tuesday: 


The Easter demonstrations for nuclear dis- 
armament have given new life to a move- 
ment which was becoming too anxious 
about its supposed “ respectability.” It will 
never be held respectable to oppose geno- 
cide as long as those who control the mass 
media and form the establishment espouse 
such a policy, It is hypocrisy for those 
who believe in preparing to butcher millions 
to complain of violence when police try to 
render political demonstrations ineffective. 
All those in Britain and abroad this Easter 
who reminded the public so forcibly of the 
wickedness of nuclear policy are to be con- 
gratulated. In particular, the authors of 
the pamphlet published by Spies for Peace 
have performed a public service. The con- 
tents of their document - admitted by the 
Government to be true - are the most 
telling confirmation of all that the move- 
ment against nuclear war stands for. We, 


the public, are written off, and every official 
attempt to mask this fact is a cruel hoax. 
I look forward to further factual confirma- 
tion of the wickedness of Government 
policy and salute all those struggling to 
expose nuclear war preparations. 


London, Easter Monday 1963 
(chcsto: John Hopkins) 

rowdy section had no Jeaflets, and were not 
interested in the effect they were aaving on 
the public, 

The tendency in CND circles is to blame it 
all on Peter Cadogan, or all on .:e London 
anarchists who proudly held their banner 
up through the proceedings. Canon Collins, 
in an interview on BBC’s Panorama last 
Monday, declared that the rowdy clements 
were not a serious threat to the campaign. 
“After all, cut of 70,000 only 70 were 
arrested,” he said. 


It will not do to gloss over the seriousness 
of the problem in this way. Thousands of 
the marchers were frustrated and rowdy. It 
has always been Canon Collins’ haoit to 
disown completely anyone who did any- 
thing in the name of CND that was not 
authorised by the CND leadership, He 
often did so with the Direc; Action Com- 
mittee, he did so with the May Day 
hecklers, and he has done so with Spies for 
Peace. 


In doing so he has not always been strictly 
accurate, His statement on Panorama that 
“blow me down, the London anarchists are 
not part of the campaign,” was simply 
offensive when it is remembered that the 
anarchists have been among the most active 
and dedicated of campaigners. Many of 
them marched all the way to Aldermaston 
in 1958. Canon Collins did not, and the 
march was conceived and organised by an 
ad hoc group and not by CND. 


But even if this were not the case, it is not 
enough just to denounce behaviour you do 
not like. The CND leadership should ask 
itself whether the violence and disorder- 
liness of recent demonstrations is not in- 
deed their fault, because of their failure to 
make clear the exact significance of these 
demonstrations, and to ensure that the 
march is something clearly different from a 
mob. 


This paper was never enthasiastic about 
holding yet another Aldermaston march, as 
none of the necessary criteria for a success- 
ful demonstration seemed to be present. 
There seemed little prospect that it would 
present a new challenge, that it would 
dramatise or publicise the cause effectively, 
or that it would be larger than on previous 
occasions, 


The CND leadership seems to see the 


Aldermaston march as a big annual demon- 
stration of unity. The marchers, or at least 
a large part of them, felt that something 
more challenging than this was necessary. 
Hence the various plans of one kind and 


another for offshoot demonstrations on 
Easter Monday. The CND leadership 
tended to ignore the real difficulties of ihe 
march, and the final rally in Hyde Park 
went on almost without reference to the 
rowdiness of many demonstrators and the 
RSG 6 pamphlet. 


This same indifference to the various 
strands of thought which exist in the cam- 
paign has been manifested in many other 
ways recently. There is no doubt that Steps 
Towards Peace represented a major change 
in the whole emphasis of the campaign, 
yet the document was produced without 
any real consideration of the views of cam- 
paigners. The leadership of the campaign 
was again wrong in not stopping Cancn 
Collins’ invitation to the World Council of 
Peace to the Oxford Conference soon 
enough, 

This is not simply a question of criticising 
Canon Collins - all of us in the movement 
have been confused and uncertain about 
what the next steps should be, and even 
about the overall strategy the campaign 
should pursue. Many in the leadership 
see CND principally as a political pressure 
group to agitate for very specific ends. 
Steps Towards Peace exemplifies this atti- 
tude, and the case for the pressure group 
idea is cogently put by Stuart Hall in last 
week’s New Statesman. The leadership, 
however, has been much less effective in 
arguing a case for unilateralism than it has 
for some of its more limited objectives. For 
example, it has never stated what kind of 
defence policy a unilaterally disarmed 
Britain should have. 


The lack of sympathy of the CND leader- 
ship with the rank and file, which was 
apparent in Steps Towards Peace, was again 
clearly brought out by the Spies for Peace 
pamphlet on RSG 6. It was quite under- 
standable that CND should not support a 
demonstration at the Regional Seat of Gov- 
ernment in Berkshire, as it clearly involved 
the risk of breaking the law. But to de- 
nounce the pamphlet as Canon Collins did 
was almost unbelievable. He was reported 
on the BBC news to have said that “ of 


course, everyone understands that the Gov- 
ernment has to make preparations such as 
this.” WLast Monday he said on Panorama: 
“J think the RSG 6 pamphlet was a kind 
of joke. . . Most of the marchers treated 
RSG 6 as a joke. . . People get confused 
and think this is all tied up with the anti- 
nuclear thing.” ° 

The majority of people in the Campaign do 
not think that the Government should be 
planning for nuclear war, or should be 
deceiving the public about the NATO exer- 
cise Fallex 62. The people who produced 
the RSG 6 pamphlet can hardly think it all 
a big joke, as they know the stiff penaltics 
they risk if they are caught. 


The tragedy of Canon Collins’ statements 
is that they reject the very issue on which 
the disarmament movement could have a 
major success. We believe that the Spies 
for Peace pamphlet is an important sign of 
the movement going over from the defen- 
sive to the attack. It is a disaster for CND 
nationally to take the attitude it has taken, 
though in fairness it should be said that the 
last page of the most recent issue of Sanity 
(cut out of most copies) had a good article 
on the subject. 


In CND there has been much talk recently 
of “marching out of primitive protest and 
into politics.” (Sanity editorial.) This 
admirable intention has resulted in the in- 
troduction of the wrong kind of politics 
into CND by the leadership. What CND 
must realise is that it is leading a mass 
movement, and must conceive its politics 
‘in these terms, Unless such a concept of 
politics is developed, and unless good 
leaders are found, the angry marchers will 
remain disenfranchised and angry, They 
will continue to block roads and make a 
nuisance of themselves, though they have 
no really definable reason for so doing. 
They will, as their frustration increases, 
have an_ increasing tendency towards 
violence. This development in the move- 
ment must be stopped, but it cannot be 
stopped by feeble disavowals from CND 
leaders; it is a real problem, and a coherent 
strategy for the peace movement must be 
worked out if it is to be avoided. 

Such a strategy must be a tolerant one, 
taking into account the genuine differences 
which exist on matters such as non- 
violence, parliament, and civil disobedience. 
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Attack on stagnation: Dolci . 


briefing participants in 
the 1955 reverse strike 


Robin Dixon 


SICILY 
IN 


DESPAIR 


“He who serves the people, serves swine.” 
When a trade unionist is murdered in the 
Sicilian mountain town of Corleone every- 
one, “even the cats in the streets,” knows 
who was responsible, but no one is pre- 
pared to come forward with evidence. 
Since the war the Mafia have killed 600 
people in Western Sicily; today they are 
still murdering those who oppose them at 
the rate of one a week. Rarely is anyone 
brought to trial. When they are, they are 
often released for lack of ‘“ spontaneous 
evidence.” 


Trade unionists, concerning themselves in 
the affairs of the community, are obvious 
targets of Mafia violence, and their situa- 
tion serves to highlight a well-known but 
little understood aspect of Sicilian life which 
is brought out in the interviews and con- 
versations reported in Waste.* This is 
Danilo Dolci’s third work to be published 
in English, a book of great clarity which 
explores and analyses the condition of 
Sicilian society with skill and precision. 

The Mafia is a symptom, not a cause. If 
people get the government they deserve 
they also get the Mafia they deserve. (And 
in this case, at a local level, it’s often im- 


“Waste, by Danilo Dolci. (MacGibbon and 
Kee, 42s.) 


possible to distinguish one from the other.) 
But “deserve” is an unfair, inadequate 
word. Western Sicily is a static zone, 
morally and technically, without the will or 
the knowledge to transform itself into the 
society it might be. So the Mafia is 
accepted, along with the corruption, bribery 
and hopeless inefficiency in public affairs. 


The hold of the Mafia is powerful and 
lasting. When Dolci visited Britain a few 
weeks ago, in one town he went to he was 
introduced to a group of men from Par- 
tinico, Sicily, who had established them- 
selves in Britain as artisans. Conversation 
over supper, inevitably about Sicily, turned 
to the Mafia. “Look,” said one of the 
Sicilians, who had lived in Britain for 14 
years, “if you want to talk about the Mafia 
all right, but remember, no names. As soon 
as any mames are mentioned’ we’re 
leaving.” 


Waste is the theme of the interviews and 
rescarches which form the greater part of 
this book; waste of resources and waste of 
human life. But the strongest impression 
the book gives is of hopelessness and 
despair and of the brave but often vain 
attempts by trade unionists and other poli- 
tical reformers to make any impact on the 
moral values held by the hopeless and the 


despairing. Dolci doesn't talk about his 
own work and methods here, except in- 
directly, but the evidence he had collected 
tends to support his own conviction that if 
Sicilian society is to be changed, it must be 
reformed dal basso, from the bottom up. 
Persistence in this attitude has inevitably 
involved conflict with the authorities and 
the hostility of the church at a local level. 
Some of the strongest opposition comes 
from the Jesuits of Civilta Cattolica, who 
accuse Dolci of irresponsible exaggeration, 
egoism, drumming up of emotion and melo- 
drama. publicity seeking, and so on. Waste 
has been under fire from this group, one of 
whom wrote of the interviews printed in it 
that “one has the feeling that these [the 
people interviewed] are members of Marxist 
parties.” Including, presumably, the man 
who says: 


“We always vote for the Cross (symbol 
of the Christian Democrat Party) because 
God has told us to carry the Cross. I 
always have a vision beforehand that tells 
me which party is going to win, and we 
vote for that one.” 
One of the most shocking aspects of waste 
in Sicily is the extent to which the authori- 
ties do spend large sums of money on pro- 
jects that are not properly thought out or 


Emrys Hughes MP 


APPEASER, BUT NO PACIFIST 


The Appeasers, by Martin Gilbert and 
Richard Gott. (Weidenfeld and Nichol- 
son, 42s.) 

To the student of history who wishes to 

make an intensive study of the political 

events which led Britain into the Second 

World War The Appeasers is a useful text 

book with references and appendices galore. 

But most of the argument is now familiar 

and has been stated with greater force in 

Guilty Men and the other books and pam- 

phlets which attacked Chamberlain and his 

supporters during and just after the war. 

Looking at the photographs of these poli- 

ticians now is just like looking at some old 

family album for a few minutes while wait- 
ing for somebody to arrive. A few minutes 
is all that one needs. 

Anyone who is a_hero-worshipper of 

Churchill, who inevitably followed Cham- 

berlain when the war came, looks upon 

Chamberlain as the Prime Minister. whom 

Hitler fooled and who ought to have 

known better when he arrived back from 

Munich waving a document which he said 

meant peace. Chamberlain became a 

national hero to all those who didn’t want 

the ghastly business of 1914-1918 all over 
again. 

Of course Chamberlain’s policy could not 


bring peace, because while he was talking 
peace to Hitler he had no real definite 
peace policy. The idea that during these 
years Britain had disarmed was of course 
a myth. Britain had not disarmed as she 
had promised to do under the Versailles 
Treaty, but was spending quite a lot of 
money on preparations for war - although 
for the wrong kind of war. The Germans 
were not so much concerned about the 
British Army or the Air Force, but they 
knew that the British Navy was ready to 
blockade them and starve them out as it 
had done before. That was why Hitler and 
the Nazis distrusted British Tory politicians 
and did not from their side take their pro- 
posals of peace seriously. And they knew 
of the British hatred of Russia which they 
calculated made it impossible that Britain 
and Russia would become war-time allies. 


It is too easily assumed that if Britain had 
gone to war over Czechoslovakia the Ger- 
mans would have been more easily de- 
feated. The Poles, whom we had guaran- 
teed under the Versailles Treaty, were quite 
prepared to share some of Czechoslovakia 
with the Germans, and the. French Govern- 
ment did not think the French Army was 
ready to fight while Russian intentions were 
one big mystery. All this must be borne in 


mind when criticising Chamberlain for not 
being prepared to go to war earlier. 


Chamberlain was not really prepared to 
keep Britain neutral. He wanted it both 
ways, and ultimately went into the war to 
save Poland without any calculation of 
what that was likely to mean. The Anglo- 
French guarantee of Poland did not protect 
that country from the horror and tragedy 
of war. 


The real criticism of Chamberlain is that 
he went into war in 1939, and indeed in 
the case of Finland was prepared to fight 
Germany and Russia at the same time. He 
was a confused and bewildered man who 
was neither prepared to go to war or to 
keep out of it. 


If Chamberlain was an appeaser he was 
certainly no pacifist, although frequently 
Chamberlain and the pacifists have been 
lumped together as the people who brought 
about the war, 


The authors, however, do not make this 
mistake. The pre-war pacifist movement is 
ignored. George Lansbury’s name is not 
even mentioned, That is why the book, 
not give anything like a complete picture 
of the political background of these fatal 
years, 
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do not take sufficient account of the real 
needs and desires of the people. Hence the 
new airport at Palermo (built to replace 
one which was acknowledged to be inade- 
quate) is dangerous, and therefore closed 
down, whenever the wind blows strongly 
from certain directions. A new irrigation 
system at Menfi was (until one of Dolci's 
agricultural advisers arrived on the scene) 
virtually unused. Only the local baron at 
that time (1958) knew how to use water for 
irrigation. Today the situation is rather 
better, but not because of any government 
action.’ At Corleone the regional authorities 
built a modern municipal slaughter-house; 
but the butchers refused to use it - it 
afforded them less chance to swindle their 
customers. 


Re-reading The Leopard*, just issued as a 
paperback. reinforces vividly the impres- 
sion of Sicily obtained from Waste. The 
fact that the novel is set in the year 1860 
and that Danilo Dolci’s sociological enquiry 
took place almost exactly 100 years later 
only heightens the tragedy and pathos of 
the situation. Here are two quotations, one 
from each book. First, Prince Fabrizio in 
The Leopard, explaining why he refuses to 
represent Sicily in the new Government of 
Italy; 1860: 


“In Sicily it doesn’t matter about doing 
things well or badly; the sin we Sicilians 
never forgive is simply that of ‘doing’ 
at all . . . sleep, that is what Sicilians 
want, and they will always hate anyone 
who tries to wake them, even in order to 
bring them the most wonderful of gifts. 
. For the moment, for a long time 
to come, there’s nothing to be done. I’m 
sorry, but I cannot lift a finger in politics. 
It would only get bitten.” 
Now a trade unionist talking about his 
murdered comrade, Placido; 1959: 
“The few people who really want to do 
something for the community in general 
are either obstructed in their efforts, or 
eliminated, or made to shut up. . . Here 
its like being in a stagnant pool: 
wherever there are swamps, things rot, 
insects breed and spread epidemics. The 
corruption pollutes all things. . _ Placido 
would say, ‘Some day the people will 
open their eyes.’ In short, he wanted 
change, progress: this was what he was 
working for. I don't know what to think 
myself: he’s dead, and if he’s dead he 
must have been wrong.” 
Our first reaction is of exasperation. “ But 
surely, if only thev did so and so...” A 
second reaction on re-reading Dolci’s book 
1s to start thinking of the things that are 
rotten in our own society, Certainly, to 
reflect on another people’s shortcomings in 
one way of more fully understanding one’s 
own 


“The Leopard, by Guiseppe di Lampedusa, _\\ 
(Fontana, 3s 6d.) E 
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SHOULD WE WORK FOR 
WORLD GOVERNMENT ? 


Lawrence Scott recently issued a “ desperate 
appeal to American pacifists” in which he 
attacked the “anarchist” tendencies of 
many radical pacifists and argued that the 
only realistic way to achieve peace was by 
working for world government and an inter- 
national rule of law. 


We are printing here Lawrence Scott's 
paper together with a reply by A. J. Muste. 
Both have had to be considerably shortened 
for reasons of space. 


Lawrence Scott was ordained as a Baptist 
minister and is now a member of the 
Society of Friends. We was formerly a 
director of peace education for the Ameri- 
can Friends Service Committee. He is a 
member of the executive committee of the 
Committee for Non-Violent Action (CNVA) 
and director of the Peace Aciion Centre in 
Washington, D.C. 


A. J. Muste has for over fifty years been a 
leading figure in the American peace move- 
ment, Among many positions he holds, he 
is an editor of “Liberation” and national 
chairman of CNVA. 


Disarmament must come soon if nuclear 
catastrophe is to be avoided. Yet in a 
human situation of inevitable conflict the 
power of armaments cannot be eliminated 
without putting another power in its place. 
The solution to this problem which is advo- 
cated by some pacifists is total unilateral 
disarmament by one or other of the anta- 
gonists in the cold war, concurrent with the 
development of non-violent resistance to 
fill the power vacuum, In my view this is 
a Utopian proposal which is politically 
quite unrealistic. No more than a small 


The United Nations building in 
New York (photo courtesy of UN) 


: 


Lawrence Scott 


Non-violence and the rule of law 


minority in either the USSR or the USA 
will accept this solution within the foresee- 
able future, 


I do not mean that unilateral disarmament 
for the individual or group is Utopian. The 
power of love and non-violent action 
is the most powerful creative force in 
human relations. Any large power state 
that would adopt unilateral disarmament 
and non-violent resistance to aggression and 
evil, and whose people really knew what 
they were doing and lived by that new way, 
would release into the stream of history a 
totally new quality of civilisation. 


But nothing in the course of human history 
leads me to believe that this is going to 
happen. Neither the quality nor quantity 
of American pacifists encourages me to such 
a grandiose faith. Fortunately this is not 
required for the development of peaceful 
relations among men. 


The only power which has the slightest 
chance of replacing the power of arma- 
ments in the affairs of nations is the power 
of world community under law and govern- 
ment. If there is no possibility of develop- 
ing the sense of world community; if the 
institutionalising and political structuring of 
such a sense of world community is too 
vast for mankind; then we are probably 
doomed to destruction, or most certainly to 
a loss of freedom and other human values 
through prolonged militarism. 


Sufficient sense of world community can be 
developed. The institutions of world law 
and government can be evolved step by step 
as disarmament is brought about in steps. 
Both will require unilateral initiatives by 
the United States. That will happen only 


when there is a peace movement of suili- 
cient power in the United States. 


Non-violent action, including civil disobedi- 
ence against armed nationalism, can be the 
spiritual and moral thrust of such a peace 
movement, But this can occur only when 
the power of non-violence is used towards 
an end which will be acceptable to many 
citizens and therefore politically realisable. 
When that occurs a co-operating, powerful 
peace movement making use of the diverse 
talents of millions of people may bring 
about a disarmed world. 


The reign of law and democratic govern- 
ment is a very high order of human rela- 
tions - one which large numbers of man- 
kind have attained by struggle and sacrifice 
through millenia of various kinds of total- 
itarian oppression. The question is not 
whether mankind can go beyond govern- 
ment of the people, by the people, and for 
the people into a more ideal condition of 
spiritual maturity not requiring the force of 
law and democratic government. The ques- 
tion is, can we sustain and extend this high 
ideal of democratic government into a more 
perfect union of mankind by which all men 
may secure the inalienable rights of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness ? 


We pacifists must continue to live unilat- 
erally disarmed in relation to all men. We 
must call others to this way of life. And 
every additional individual in America 
accepting the way of love and non-violent 
action can become a force in a non-violent 
action movement which will move the 
United States to take initiatives toward a 
disarmed world under the reign of law. 
Why is it so difficult to understand that 
there is a vast difference between what is 
morally and politically possible for the in- 
dividual and what is morally and politically 
possible for a nation of 180 million 
people ? 


Trying to use non-violent resistance and 
obstruction or even genuine “ satyagraha ” 
to attain national unilateral disarmament 
under the present circumstances ig to miss 
the whole point of Gandhian political uses 
of non-violence. Gandhi insisted that the 
means be kept pure. But the goal, by 
political necessity, had to be a realistic 
compromise - limited goals for limited steps 
in the desired direction - even these some- 
times compromised when chivalry toward 
the opponent or reappraisal of what could 
be attained required it - and the final goal 
of Indian independence under law and gov- 
ernment was the only realistic goal possible. 
Some of his followers kept trying to urge 
him to set a utopian course, but he had 
better guidance and sense within. 


Another wisdom of Gandhi was that he 
built the Indian non-violent movement on 
the psychological substratum of the Indian 
mind. Nehru proclaimed him a genius in 
knowing what would appeal to and strike 
an underlying mystic chord in the average 
Indian. There is a psychological] substratum 
in the minds of Americans. A peace move- 
ment whose constructive goal is the estab- 
lishment of a “more perfect union” inclu- 
sive of all the people of the world; “ gov- 
ernment of the people, by the people, and 
for the people,” to “secure the inalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” will find a response in the 
hearts of Americans, 


A few American pacifists, because of a 
basic anarchist philosophy, cannot in good 
conscience work in a peace action which 
has as its goal a disarmed world under law 
and government. It is a corollary to the 
insight that the final authority for every 
man is within himself and that every outer 
coercion directed against the inner source 
is harmful. This is a high ideal which I 
understand and respect in others when it is 
accepted and lived as a responsible way of 
life. It means living in inner directed re- 


sponsibility towards all men, and acceptance 
of suffering, defencelessness and non-retali- 
ation when that inner directed responsibility 
in human relations is not reciprocated. 
Logically this relationship should apply ¥e- 
tween the anarchist and the enforcement 
officers of law and government. 


However, when the anarchist tries to force 
this philosophy and way of life on his 
neighbours by direct action against the in- 
stitutions of law and government or by any 
method other than open persuasion he has 
failed to respect the inner direction of his 
neighbour. Even attempts to undermine 
principles of law and government and the 
equitable institutions thereof by passive re- 
sistance, thus trying to force neighbours 
who are morally and spiritually unprepared 
to cope with the disordered and unres- 
trained violence which would ensue, becomes 
a coercive action which naturally elicits a 
response of fear and violence. 


Anarchists, while few in number, have had 
a disproportionate influence on the pacifist 
movement for three reasons: much religious 
pacifism has had no realistic political con- 
tent and has only peripherally attempted to 
deal with the problem of power in this 
world; pacifist youth who are rightly in re- 
volt against the kind of society which has 
got mankind into this mess readily tend to 
accept anarchist analysis and solutions, and 
many pacifists who are not anarchists accept 
in practice that position because of opposi- 
tion to use of police force, the force of 
courts, and jail and prison restraint. [ shall 
try to deal only with the last reason. 


We must recognise that there is a difference 
between force and violence. Violence is 
wilful harm to another human being. Phy- 
sical force is likely to be employed in 
violence, but not all use of physical force 
is violence. On the other hand, violence 
may be psychologically applied without any 
use of physical force. Some pacifists who 
have by psychological pressure harassed 
simple-minded jail-guards have thus engaged 
in violence although no physical force what- 
ever was used, Many neurotic people en- 
gage in non-physical violence against other 
neurotic people, 


There is nothing incompatible between the 
use of restraining force and the total accept- 
ance of non-violence. To stop by physical 
restraint another who is crazed by drugs, 
alcohol, or anger is not violence and is in 
no way inconsistent with love, provided such 
physical restraint does not deprive of life. 


Pacifists must continue to bear witness to 
the use of only a necessary minimum of re- 
straining force by police, for equitable court 
procedure, for the concept of restraint of 
criminals and imprisonment only for pur- 
poses of rehabilitation. We must bear wit- 
ness against the practice of punishment and 
vindictive treatment of aggressors, criminals 
and the mentally sick. We must be utterly 
opposed to capital punishment. But none 
of these violent practices is essential to the 
institutions of law and government. And 
we now know that non-violent practices as 
a sanction of law are far more practical and 
creative. 


We say we have adopted for ourselves the 
way of unilateral disarmament and defence- 
Jessness with reference to others in the 
human family. Yet we live in comparative 
ease and comfort behind a screen of police 
force, courts, and incarceration of violent 
people. There are pacifists who insist that 
the only police force they could approve 
would be unarmed police using only non- 
violent resistance. But pacifists of America 
could not muster from their own ranks 
enough such non-violent resisters to keep 
an average sized city from degenerating 
into violent marauding and chaos. 

Some pacifists insist that any world law and 
government must have as its enforcement 
and sanction only unarmed, non-violent re- 
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Reply to Lawrence Scott 


It can be plausibly, and in a measure 
correctly, argued that if people are to be 
called upon to abandon one form of pre- 
serving international order, they must have 
at least some idea of the kind of organisa- 
tion that might take the place of the old. 
The idea of “world law and government” 
does fill this function for a considerable 
number of people. It seems virtually self- 
evident to them that as tribes combined 
into federations, feudal baronies and pro- 
vinces into modern states, small states into 
larger combinations such as the German 
Reich, thus producing ever larger areas in 
which “law and order” prevailed, so con- 
temporary states should combine and form 
a world government thus ensuring global 
peace.To some the achievement of this goal 
seems inevitable. We already have the 
United Nations, change its structure some- 
what and equip it with sanctions and the 
job will be done. 


What many advocates of this approach have 
in mind is that if only there were machinery 
for peacefully adjudicating disputes nations 
would use it, and provided there were a 
way to impose sanctions on would-be 
offenders they would abandon their national 
armaments since there would be another 


SCOTT continued 


sisters, despite the fact that at present pro- 
bably ninety per cent of the people of the 
world would have insufficient faith that 
their lives, natural rights and security could 
be attained under that arrangement even if 
more than a handful of such non-violent 
volunteers could be found. They would 
prefer to continue the death dance of armed 
nationalism and deterrence rather than even 
try for world law and government devoid 
of sanctions in which they trusted. 


Frustrated by floundering around in utopian 
goals and tarnished means of embittered 
obstruction, radical pacifists are now on the 
verge of escaping to sporadic projects in 
Africa, India, Berlin and everywhere on the 
globe except where their real responsibility 
and opportunity lies. It is good to inter- 
nationalise the peace movement, but the 
task of providing the moral and spiritual 
thrust for an American peace movement 
which could lead mankind to a disarmed 
world under law and government is our 
primary responsibility. 


“power” to replace them, This notion of 
prierity which holds that disarmament end 
peace will come as a@ resuit of setting up 
the machinery of “ world law and govern- 
ment” seems to me without historical sup- 
port and thoroughly unrealistic. Peace will 
make possible the establishment of mach- 
inery to keep peace, whether it be world 
government or something else, not the other 
way round. Nations which are disarmed, or 
at least ready - in fact and not merely on 
paper - to disarm because they face up to 
the insecurity resulting from armed nation- 
alism, will set up whatever means are re- 
quired to provide conditions under which 
life can go on. World government, if that 
is what is to be, will be a by-product, or at 
best accompaniment, of new attitudes to 
the solution of political and ideological 
issues, not the cause or creator of them. 


The question has also to be faced, what is 
the “power” which replaces the national 
military establishment? A good many 
people obviously think that it is a world 
army, perhaps even equipped with nuclear 
weapons. This would be used to keep a 
recalcitrant nation in line by, in effect, 
making war on it in the name of the world 
government which would presumably repre- 
sent the rest of the world. Applying sanc- 
tions against states is war, not policing. If 
nations are not disarmed down to internal 
policing level, peace cannot be imposed, 
except perhaps occasionally and briefly on 
very small ones. 


If we have a genuinely disarmed world it 
will be changed in more respects than the 
temoval of soldiers and nuclear arsenals. 
In itself the removal of these will entail 
great changes in the economy of all big 
powers. It will serve to remove an instru- 
mentality which makes internal suppression 
as wel] as external war possible. It will 
entail changes in values, hence in the whole 
cultural and moral climate. Moreover, there 
will be no peace unless major, indeed 
drastic, steps are taken to close the present 
chasm between the affluent and the poor 
peoples. All this would require some in- 
stitutional forms capable of operating on a 
world scale, but much more likely the kind 
exemplified by the UN functional agencies 
such as the World Health Organisation, the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation, and 
UNICEF, than that suggested by central- 
isation of “ government” on a world scale. 
The idea of centralisation, of anything like 


a “world state,” alarms many people who 
are not anarchists, and can rightly be re- 
jected on other than out-and-out anarchist 
grounds. Furthermore, it is precisely the 
pattern of the armed nation-state which is 
largely responsible for the powerful cen- 
tralising tendency in the modern world. By 
the same token, we can have much more 
decentralisation, variety and spontaneity if 
we do put an end to the arms race, and it 
is in this direction rather than that of 
bigger government that we should look. 
Technology can help to decentralise in 
many ways and make more genuine demo- 
cracy possible if it is in human hands to 
use for human ends. 


Radical pacifists point to the long array of 
disarmament negotiations going back to the 
beginning of the century accompanied by 
relentless power struggles, an uninterrupted 
race in armaments, including the extremely 
revolutionary development of atomic and 
nuclear weapons, the absolutising of war 
with the “unconditional surrender” ap- 
proach, the moral deterioration and insen- 
sitivity as mankind accepts without revul- 
sion horrors which would once have 
shocked multitudes, and a certain abandon- 
ment of reason itself in piling up instru- 
ments for a war which would be suicidal. 
There seems to be adequate historical 
ground for a profound scepticism as to 
whether peace is going to be achieved 
through existing agencies and by customary 
methods. Radical pacifists seem warranted 
in demanding proof, such as the actual 
cessation of production of new arms, some 
unmistakable reversal of the pattern which 
has prevailed during the past half century, 
before believing that progress is being made 
toward peace. Within nations, too, pro- 
found political, economic and moral changes 
must take place, and unless this is faced 
and dealt with the world is not on the way 
to peace. 

I am not optimistic that unilateral disarm- 
ament will be adopted by the US or any 
other nation. But neither am I finally con- 
vinced that it will never be. It is difficult 
for me to understand how Lawrence Scott 
can dismiss the possibility altogether. But 
I am not optimistic that disarmament or 
“world government” is going to come 
about by any means, except of a kind both 
of us would presumably reject, brought 
about by totalitarian conquest. 


It is not possible on political grounds to 
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farch 1963: the first British 
olunteers for a possible 
uture world police force . 


vbandon the concept of unilateralism. It is 
iot pacifist insistence which makes unilat- 
sralism a subject for political discussion to- 
lay, but the realities of the nuclear arms 
ace and of power relationships. W. H. 
“erry of the Centre for the Study of Demo- 
ctatic Institutions has said he is for unilat- 
xtalism because it is “the only crap game 
till operating in this town.” 


The real point is that a nation is either in 
he arms race and committed by its policies, 
yudget. ete., to continue in it, or it has to 
nake the decision to pull out and begin to 
lisarm. Presumably, there is no point in a 
‘ig power maintaining a nineteenth century 
nilitary establishment. I see no escape 
“rom the dilemma that in terms of political 
eality a nation is in the arms race or out. 
°acifists can hardly support its being in. 
‘Tow then can they “abandon” unilat- 
sralism, ie., the appeal to get out ? 


\ word should be added about what I do 
hink should be the emphasis and direction 
of radical pacifists in relation to peace 
activity in the present situation. 

1. We ought to be clear about our basic 
philosophy and strive to embody it in every 
action, and to win others to that kind of 
life. 


2. It is essential now to create a “ climate” 
for living which will result in making 
nuclear war seem preposterous and horrible 
to people rather than something to which a 
culture becomes accustomed. 


3. We should in no way dilute or push into 
the background our call for unilateralism. 
We should do more thorough study about 
the steps which might be taken by a people 
who made the great moral and political 
decision to opt out of the arms race. 


4. I believe that our disposition to em- 
phasise the concrete issue, and action in 
relation to it, rather than to concentrate on 
generalised goals and to engage for the most 
part only in conventional action is sound. 
We must bring our full programme, includ- 
ing unilateralism, before people in relation 
to matters which concern them and which 
involve some actual break with aspects of 
the war system. Such action may be 
initiated by radical pacifists and in time 
gain popular support. This is what hap- 
pened with the protest against civil defence 
drills, which started with a handful and 
“escalated.” Civil defence is still a matter 
around which support may be rallied. 


5. When it comes to a more generalised 
goal, I do not believe that world law and 
government is actually an idea, a symbol, 
about which the American people can be 
aroused. They are much more likely to be 
aroused about the idea of devoting national 
energies to something more sensible and 
generous than the cold war and a nuclear 
arms race and to abandon the latter since 
you can’t do both at the same time. To 
take a perhaps somewhat “comy” ex- 
ample, I think the way the Peace Corps 
idea has taken hold is a clue to an idea 
much more likely to seize the imagination 
of the American people than world law and 
government. 


6. Lastly, there is the necessary “ positive,” 
“constructive,” direct functioning in every- 
day situations which we encounter, trying, 
in Paul Goodman’s words in the October, 
1962, issue of Liberation: “. . . to live 
communally without authority, to work use- 
fully and feel friendly, and so positively to 
replace an area of power with peaceful 
functioning.” He cites some of the work 
abroad of the American Friends Service 
Committee as another instance of such 
functioning, and concludes: “The merit of 
all these activities is that they produce a 
different kind of human relations and look 
to a different quality of life. This is a 
global and perhaps impossibly difficult task. 
But think. There is no history of mankind 
without these wars, which now have come 
to the maximum: Can we have any hope 
except in a different kind of human rela- 
tions ? . 
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Human bein: 


Inventing the Future, by Dennis Gabor. 
(Secker and Warburg, 21s.) 

it isn’t easy to be hopeful about the future 
of the human race, and when the experts 
get together and contemplate it, as they did 
some months ago in California at the 
Centre for the Study of Democratic Insti- 
tutions, their conclusions are apt to be 
depressing. 

Professor Gabor is an optimist. At least, 
he tries very hard. He is well aware of 
what makes the wise men in California get 
depressed, though he perhaps glosses over 
the dangers of the arms race. (He includes 
an admirable quotation from P. M. S. 
Blackett, however, on the dangers that come 
from the irrational acts of frightened, humi- 


liated, revengeful, or just mad people - 
people “ overwhelmed by complex circum- 
stances beyond their mental or moral ceil- 
ing.”) The book enlarges more especially 
on the prospect of a hideous degree of over- 
population, and on the enormous instabili- 
ties that could be caused by the exhaustion 
of the earth’s mineral resources, But what- 
ever the perils of our time, he insists that 
human beings need hope. He thinks that 
Hitler might not have won power in Ger- 
many if more people there had been psycho- 
logically ready for a peaceful future, if 
there had been a bright viston of it in their 
minds instead of that mixture of roman- 
ticism and aggressiveness which the Nazis 
so masterfully exploited. 


F. A. Lea 


ALL KNOWING iS 
INTERPRETING 


Conjectures and Refutations, by Karl R. 

Popper (Routledge & Kegan Paul, 55s.) 
Karl Popper is best known in this country 
by The Open Society and its Enemies, first 
published in 1945. This is a pity, because 
the travesty of Hegel which occupies so 
large a part of that work reflects badly on 
his percipience and even his _ integrity, 
whereas in his own field, the philosophy of 
science, he is one of the most original and 
exciting thinkers of our time. Most of the 
essays and addresses assembled in Conjec- 
tures and Refutations are devoted to this 
field, and so constitute by far the best intro- 
duction to his thought. 


Popper’s central thesis - expounded at 
length in The Logic of Scientific Discovery 
and more briefly in his opening “ Conjec- 
tures” - is that “there is no criterion of 
truth at our disposal” such as Rationalist 
philosophers sought in “clear and distinct 
ideas,” empiricists in sense-perceptions or 
“protocol statements.” All knowing is in- 
terpreting - even “observation involves in- 
terpretation in the light of our theoretical 
knowledge” - and scientific knowledge 
differs from mythological or metaphysical 
only by virtue of its practical testability. 
What we call “true” is simply that which 
has withstood refutation to date. 

The very idea of an absolute, unquestion- 
able truth, Popper contends, is a legacy of 
theology, which, but for the overpowering 
cogertcy of Newton’s synthesis, might 
already have been discarded by Kant. It 
was the supersession of this synthesis by 
Einstein’s that induced him to discard it 
himself. He seerns unaware that he had a 
precursor in Nietzsche, but nobody 
acquainted with Nietzsche’s works will be 
surprised by the fruitfulness of this thesis 


the democratic young socialist paper 


YOUNG GUARD 


April issue includes— 
Socialism and the Bomb 
Young Socialist Conference 
Housing in London 
YCND — What's next? 
alleen, Jazz 
News, Views, Reviews 
Price 4d. Obtainable from Jenny 


Davidson, 172 Queensbridge Road, 
London, E38. 


- and not only in the field of science itself, 
which, from this angle, appears as one 
“creative art”? among others, His repudia- 
tion of any claim to final truth, his recog- 
nition of the provisional, hypothetical char- 
acter of all our knowledge, is what makes 
Popper, like Russell, so firm a champion of 
the “open society” against totalitarian 
systems. 


Unfortunately, for all his rationalist's re- 
spect for free discussion and experiment in 
politics, Popper, like Russell, neglects to 
determine rationally the object of discus- 
sion, taking it for granted that “the pro- 
motion of happiness” or - it comes to the 
same - “the minimisation of pain” is a 
sufficient, self-evident criterion of progress. 
And “happiness” provides no criterion 
whatever. On the contrary, if it is pre- 
sumed (as Aristotle began by presuming it) 
the aim of every activity, the sadist’s no 
less than the saint’s, it will not serve to 
judge between one and another; and if it is 
equated (as Aristotle ended by equating it) 
with “ perfection,” it begs the fundamental 
question, what is man’s appropriate “ per- 
fection ” ? 


Since the greater part of Western philo- 
sophy has been a succession of attempts to 
answer this question, it is hardly surprising 
that those who have never asked it fail to 
appreciate such thinkers as Aquinas, 
Spinoza or Hegel. Popper’s Open Society, 
like Russell's History of Western Philo- 
sophy, is a monument to the incomprehen- 
sion of a hedonist otherwise keenly critical 
of traditional rationalist presuppositions - 
determinism, for instance, or that progres- 
sivism which is actually a by-product of the 
failure to seek a criterion. 

Still, even if the great metaphysicians were 
tight in supposing a “ world-view ” indis- 
pensable for the answer, it must be ad- 
mitted that their own interpretations will 
no longer content us - and furthermore 
that no such world-view can claim the 
finality some of them aspired to. The very 
march of science (including logic) which has 
discredited them, understood as Popper 
understands it, prescribes tentativeness as a 
condition of rationality. It follows that no 
definition of man’s “ perfection” can be 
rationally upheld that leaves tolerance out 
of account: and this virtue, which he 
preaches so insistently, Popper also prac- 
tises - constantly exhibiting that same re- 
spect for his opponents, attention to 
criticism and readiness to alter his view- 
point which he praises in Russell and 
Carnap. Even the motto of his work might 
have been Nietzsche’s: “ We should not let 
ourselves be burnt for our opinions - we 
are not so certain of them as all that. But 
we might let ourselves be burnt for the 
right of possessing and changing our 


opinions.” 


Inventing the Future is Professor Gabor's 
contribution to a bright vision which will 
keep us from going off our heads. 


On one subject, at least, he seems genuinely 
optimistic. He thinks that our industrial 
civilisation should be able to sustain itself 
in spite of the way that its resources are 
now being squandered, The challenge is a 
technological one, and whatever the other 
deficiencies of our culture may be, it is 
very good at this sort of thing. The human 
race will have to waste no time in prepar- 
ing for the “lean million years” when easy 
mining will be finished, but the prospects 
for fusion power are fair, and the problems 
are not insuperable. 


Overpopulation is much more formidable, 
and it is clear that Professor Gabor feels 
no optimism whatever on this issue, except 
what he can derive from the possibility that 
everyone will come to see the suicidal con- 
sequences of unlimited families. He makes 
One concrete suggestion - “a simple change 
in the budget.” This is to increase allow- 
ances for the first two children, but to 
ignore the existence of any further children, 
“except in the case of couples who can 
give convincing proof of good heredity.” 
Professor Gabor cannot expect to be taken 
seriously, A measure on these lines, but 
not so drastic, was proposed in Northern 
Treland some years ago. It was quickly 
dropped. Penalising large families looked 
too much like a piece of discrimination 
against Catholics, and Orangemen are not 
as tough as they used to be. 


Another issue about which Professor Gabor 
tries to be optimistic, without much success, 
s “the Age of Leisure.” More precisely, 


‘Sneed hope 


the fact that in an age of automation the 
majority of the population will be socially 
useless, at least by the standards of our pre- 
sent civilisation, We must, he says, seek a 
new equilibrium to replace the dangerous 
dynamism of our progress-ridden society, 
an equilibrium based on the fact that only 
a minority need work to keep the majority 
in idle luxury. He mentions various pos- 
sible resources on which the leisured major- 
ity could fall back: alcohol, occupational 
therapy (including arts and crafts), amateur 
science, family life (not more than 2 or 3 
children per family), and techniques of 
meditative repose imported from the East. 


None of these is quite convincing as a 
substitute for being useful. Professor 
Gabor may say that this is the comment of 
one mentally imprisoned in current thought 
habits, but the point is worth insisting on. 
It' is very dangerous to be useless. It is 
also dangerous to have useless pcople 
around in large numbers, and here probably 
there is scope for the social inventiveness 
which Professor Gabor rightly rates high. 
He seems, in any case, to be extravagantly 
Utopian in supposing that we shall even- 
tually reach a peaceful world without con- 
flict. How, he asks anxiously, will the arts 
flourish in such a world? I don’t think he 
need worry. 


Professor Gabor is not too disturbed about 
the threat of nuclear war. He believes that 
the impossibility of finding an effective de- 
fence against nuclear missiles makes the 
military situation stable; apathy will do the 
rest - aided, it seems, by the Russian belief 
that Aldermaston marches are organised by 
the British Government (see p. 56). 
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Aldermaston-London 1963 


Good Friday: March assembled at Alder- 
An estimated 11,000 walked to 


mascon. 
Reading. “Spies for Peace” pamphlet 
published. 


Easter Saturday : Longest day’s march, esti- 
mates of number of marchers varied from 
6,000 to 17,000. Demonstration at secret 
RSG organised by Peter Cadogan. About 
1,000 demonstrators and 40 police in the 
grounds. 

Easter Sunday : From Slough to Brentford, 
via Windsor. Magna Carta signed at Runny- 
mede at mid-day. Rained all afternoon. 
Back page of “Sanity” torn off because it 
revealed whereabouts of secret RSG. 
Easter Monday: About 30,000 marching. 
Police “arrest’’ hundreds of “spy” leaf- 
lets and bundle them into a shopping basket. 
After Hyde Park, some of the demonstra- 
tors occupy full width of road. Clashes 
with police near Victoria and in Whitehall. 
72 arrested? Final rally estimated at 70,000. 
6,500 tins of milk for Algeria handed in. 
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Above: at Runnymede 

Above right: The Hiroshima- 
Auschwitz pilgrims 
(photos: Mick Taylor) 

Right: arrest of the leaflets 


NEXT WEEK IN 
PEACE NEWS 
News and pictures 
of the international 
Easter marches 


Greek march gaining 
support despite ban 


The Greek Government’s ban on the Mara- 
thon to Athens march organised by the 
Bertrand Russell Committee of 100, and due 
to be held next Sunday, April 21, is caus- 
ing the Government considerable embar- 
rassment. 

John Chambers writes: 

There is feverish activity here in Greece 
concerning the march. All the papers are 
carrying reports about it and the arrival of 
the British delegation has had an enormous 
impact. Initially the Government de- 
nounced the Bertrand Russell Committee of 
100 as a Communist-inspired organisation. 
They are now changing their tune a little 
and it is now called a Communist-front 
organisation. They still prohibit the march 
but say we can hold meetings, which we 
intend to do. Somebody has printed leaflets 
in the name of the organisation quoting 


Milk for Algeria 


More than 6,500 tins of powdered milk 
were collected from Aldermaston marchers 
in Hyde Park on Easter Monday. The 20 
oz, Cow and Gate tins (“Food for Royal 
Babies ”) will be taken to Algeria by War 
on Want. 

Costing 6s 3d each, the tins total more than 
£2,000 in value. In addition to this War on 
Want is buying a further £1,000 worth of 
dried milk in bulk, 

The milk is being kept in the crypt of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral until Friday when War on 
Want will ship it to Algeria. A token con- 


signment is also being sent by means of the 
French pacifist group, Action Civique Non- 
Violente, who will be making a similar 
collection in the near future. 

On arrival in Algeria the milk will be dis- 
tributed by Croissante Rouge, the equiva- 
Jent of the Red Cross. 


Khrushchev saying that ‘ peace will bring 
victory to Communism and this is why we 
want you to march.” This leaflet has been 
disowned by the Committee. 

The Committee has gained support from 
town councils, trade unions, actors and 
actresses, student organisations, from 
several academicians and the two Greek 
popular composers, Hadzandakis and Theo- 
dorakis. The main opposition party, the 
Centre Party, together with ex-Prime Min- 
ister Gonatas and all the parties to the left 
of the Government, support the committee 
and will join the march. This is the first 
movement in Greece ever to gain such sup- 
port from all political parties. 

There are also delegations from Austria, 
Cyprus, France, Italy and Denmark coming 
to Marathon for the march. 

The Greek Resistance hero Manolis Glezos, 
in an interview with Peace News, said in 
London last week: 

“The Greek Youth Society for Nuclear 
Disarmament and the Bertrand Russell 
Committee of 100 have stirred up a big 
peace movement in Greece. The immediate 
expression of this movement is the march 
from Marathon to Athens - a peace mara- 
thon. The initiative is particularly valuable 
and will remind all other nations of the 
fight against barbarism that took place at 
Marathon 25 centuries ago. The Greek 
Government has banned the march, and by 
the ban the purposes of the march have 
been to some extent fulfilled. It has ex- 
posed the government and shown that all 
nations must struggle for the restoration of 
liberty in Greece.” 

In London Tony Smythe and Devi Prasad, 
the secretaries of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, have sent a letter to the Greek 
Ambassador protesting at the ban. Fur- 
ther protests may be sent to the Greek 
ee ip 51 Upper Brook Street, London, 


Two Everyman Ill crew 
members missing 


Raymond Messenger and Lorna Gallagher, 
two volunteer crew members, are missing 
from the Everyman HI They are believed 
to have been drowned. 


They had come ashore near Margate to 
land a third crew member, Julian Harrop, 
last Thursday around noon, after contrary 
winds prevented Everyman LII making 


Radio greetings 


On March 29 and 30 Watford YCND held 
a 24-hour vigil outside the Conservative 
Party headquarters in Watford in protest 
against the money being spent on arma- 
ments. At about 2 a.m. on Saturday morn- 
ing a member of the vigil ‘phoned up the 
London office of Radio Luxembourg to re- 
quest a record. There was no one in, so 
he tried the Luxembourg office. This cost 
8s 4d, but within half an hour the record 
was played over the air, and the disc jockey 
announced that some CND vigillers had 
asked him to play it; he passed on their 
good wishes to all CND groups in Europe. 


Ramsgate where the vessel is to be sold. 


The two planned to return to Everyman I 
for the night and to pick Julian Harrop up 
again on Friday morning. 
When Julian Harrop returned to the beach 
the next day the dinghy was not there to 
meet him and there was no sign of anyone 
aboard Everyman III, which was moored 
oft shore, 
After searching the area Julian Harrop 
notified the coastguards, who alerted the 
air-sea search and rescue services. Their 
search has now been called off. Prevailing 
winds, the police said on Tuesday, would 
nays driven the dinghy into the North 
ea. 
Raymond Messenger, a design engineer, 
was a member of the World Peace Brigade 
crew which took Everyman III on a voyage 
to Leningrad last autumn to protest against 
Soviet nuclear tests. He had earlier given 
up work on Blue Steel missiles and joined 
the Committee of 100. 
Lorna Gallagher, a nurse, had volunteered 
with Julian Harrop to help Ray Messenger 
take the boat from Rochester to Rams- 
gate. : 
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John Linsie 


TIME TO BURY OUR DEAD 


In the first part of his article, which 
appeared in “ Peace News” last week, John 
Linsie argued that CND is inherently in- 
capable of achieving its aims because it 
attacks one important aspect of our existing 
way of life - reliance on nuclear weapcas - 
without dealing with any other. “It appears 
that so long as CND adopts a policy of 
extremely limited moral and political inter- 
venation it will remain a minority move- 
ment.” Why then do so many people work 
so hard for CND? 


Man in society is concerned to secure the 
approval of his neighbour for his actions. 
Hence the fewer and less intimate his per- 
sonal contacts the weaker his sense of moral 
approval. Confronted by such a situation, 
he seeks the justification of his actions 
through some kind of ethical system or 
formal code of conduct. Such a system 
demands, moreover, some absolute, some 
anchor, which is taken to be self-evidently 
true. It is hardly surprising that today, in 
a period characterised by weak and ex- 
hausted bonds of kinship and friendship, 
people increasingly seek an ethical anchor 


to provide them with some sense of stability 
in the turbulent sea of moral doubt and 
uncertainty, 


In the past a common ethical anchor was 
the total rejection of force. There is, how- 
ever, an important distinction to be made 
between the traditional pacifist and the con- 
temporary CND supporter: the pacifist re- 
fused to perform an action demanded of 
him by society - the broken rifle is, perhaps, 
the most powerful pacifist symbol, for the 
rifle is, of course, a personal weapon - and 
by this refusal the pacifist tended to alienate 
himself from the rest of society. The CND 
supporter, in contrast, has not been asked 
to do any particular action, and his stand is, 
therefore, not one of personal rejection but 
is rather an expression of disapproval at the 
conduct of those in power and a recom- 
mendation of how they ought to behave. 
Because throwing bricks at authority - but 
not at your mates - is a permissible sport 
in this country, the average CND supporter, 
unlike the pacifist, is tolerated in his dis- 
sent, Furthermore, the very numbers of 
CND supporters generate their own limited 


David Gillett writes from Poland 


Caught between giants 


I was sitting with a group of Polish students 
in a youth hostel and we were singing 
songs from different countries when I sug- 
gested to my neighbour that we sing some 
German songs. “No,” she said. “I am 
sure the others will object.” This brought 
home to me how deep-seated is the Poles’ 
hatred for the Germans. Its roots run deep 
into history, and it is probably the most 
important factor affecting Poland’s stance 
in international politics. 

Poles have never been especially fond of 
their eastern neighbours, the Soviet Union, 
but since Poland lacks good geographical 
boundaries to east and west, it is almost 
bound to ally with one or other neighbour. 
The fact that it is now allied to the Soviet 
Union is largely the result of an astute 
move by Stalin, whereby he gave Poland 
some German territory at the same time as 
taking some Polish lands to the east. 
Poland now looks to the Soviet Union to 
help it preserve its new western frontier, 
and this forms the corner stone of Polish 
foreign policy. 

But it is important to realise how different 
Poland is from the Soviet Union. It is not 
nearly so anti-West (except for being anti- 
German) and its internal policies are ex- 
tremely independent - most of Poland's 
agriculture and some of its shops are 
privately owned, there is more scope for 
artists and writers, and a fair degree of 
freedom of discussion. 

To some extent on an official level, and 
very much on an unofficial level, Poles are 
friendly towards western countries. It is 
interesting to see how very little propa- 


“ Contains information that will make 
your hair stand on end.” 


- Bernard Braden on ITV 
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ganda there is. The newspapers discuss 
western affairs relatively fairly. A vast 
number of films shown on Polish screens 
come from western countries, and it is 
possible to buy American, English and 
other newspapers and books in the large 
cities. Many foreign books are translated 
into Polish. A few days ago I picked up 
a translated book about the world’s eco- 
nomic and political future by a West Ger- 
man who is in no sense a Communist. 
Books by Poles about Britain and the 
United States are objectively written. Poles 
are able to travel to western countries, 
although the cost of passports and other 
difficulties prevent many from doing so. 


A large proportion of Poland’s trade is 
with countries outside the Communist bloc 
and this has made it economically and poli- 
tically more independent of the Soviet 
Union than it would otherwise be. It will 
be a pity if the growth of the Common 
Market compels Poland to increase its trade 
with the Soviet Union and thus become 
less independent. 


With regard to the long-term solutions to 
international problems there is great apathy, 
the general feeling being that Polish people 
can do little to establish a lasting peace 
because history has taught that this depends 
on external forces - in particular Poland’s 
stronger neighbours. If I start talking about 
any radical approach to disarmament, such 
as the CND approach or pacifism, I am 
told that, living in Britain, I have no idea 
what either the Russians or the Germans 
are really like, and although the present 
state of affairs may not be satisfactcry, 
nothing can be done to change it. Although 
there are several “Friends of the United 
Nations” groups, they are very poorly sup- 
ported. 

One thing that did encourage me, how- 
ever, was an excellent short Polish film, 
shown without a commentary. A _ rocket 
soared into the sky from its launching pad, 
there were some shots of the world’s hun- 
gry, then military aeroplanes roared across 
the screen flying in formation, and, with 
this as a background, bold and large figures 
were shown on the screen giving the num- 
bers of the world’s illiterate and starving 
and the world’s annual expenditure on 
armaments, 


David Gillett studied economics, sociology 
and Russian studies at Birmingham Univer- 
sity. While there he started the Birmingham 
Youth CND and was chairman of the Uni- 
versity CND group. On graduating, he 


went to Poland on an exchange scholarship 
to study the Polish system of higher educa- 
tion. He is now living in Warsaw. 


moral sanctions. In short, the rejection of 
nuclear war provides the CND supporter 
with an ethical anchor without setting up 
any very serious conflicts with either the 
rest of society or with his own ideas and 
beliefs about his personal actions. 


Secondly, CND ministers to the need to 
fecl in community with others holding a 
similar belicf and faith about the world. 
Because the central belief system of CND 
is so limited, it unites people of otherwise 
widely different vicws and attitudes. CND 
supporters can, therefore, enjcy the 
pleasures of community without the need 
to compromise individuality. 


Thirdly, the Campaign provides - in an age 
characterised by the fragmentation of the 
generations - a contact between the younger 
generation and the older. Furthermore, 
“ban the bomb ” canalises, and gives group 
support, to the general and diffuse adoles- 
cent anger against authority: the phrase 
becomes a form of swearing, a secular 
blasphemy. 


Fourthly, the Campaign can provide for 
some a sense of identity - the importance 
of its badge is a significant sign of this - 
and even a vocation: permitting the dis- 
sipation of life’s uncertainties through work. 
Evangelism is used by many religious groups 
to prop up the belief of the converted 
as well as to introduce new members to 
the faith. Canvassing serves a similar func- 
tion in CND. 


In short, the Campaign discharges many of 
the functions of a religion - if a rather 
narrow religion - and indeed bears very 
close resemblance to Pauline Christianity. 
It takes for its most significant event death: 
not the crucifixion of one man, but the 
annihilation of millions; its most significant 
experience becomes, therefore, suffering: 
not the agony of the cross but mutilation 
by the bomb. Death and suffering are, 
therefore, at the centre of its attention and 
necessarily grip its imagination. Life and 
happiness are, moreover, to be maintained 
by faith: faith in the power of the present 
methods of CND to change the mind of 
governments. To use or advocate other 
methods is, therefore, a rejection of this 
faith and results in the excommunication of 
the unfaithful. 


So much for the supporter. What do the 
leaders get out of their membership ? 
There is obviously the normal sense of 
power and direction over others, the 
pleasure of organising, the satisfaction of 
moral haranguing and political invective. 
But, and perhaps most importantly, mem- 
bership of CND is a salve to the social 
conscience. 

Tt is, of course, part of the function of 
leadership to give the movement it leads 
its form and direction: facility in the use 


of words is, therefore, one of the necessary 
skills of leadership, It is hardly surprising 
that many CND leaders are, in addition, 
members of the professional classes: 
teachers, lecturers, doctors, accountants, 
ministers, etc. The leadership of the move- 
ment is, therefore, intimately involved with 
the present structure of society, a structure 
which satisfies many of their personal, social 
and economic needs. Thus the CND 
leaders, in order to maintain their present 
professional position within society, are 
forced to see the bomb, as their prede- 
cessors saw poverty, as a cancerous growth 
upon the side of an otherwise healthy body 
politic to be removed by the deft use of the 
political scalpel. 


Peace is, in other words, viewed negatively 
as simply the absence of war, Such a view, 
it appears to me, is a fanciful distortion of 
the complexity of the human condition. It 
separates the preparation of war from the 
rest of human activities and makes it the 
subject of special argument. Terrifyingly, 
through this intellectual isolation, CND 
turns the horror of nuclear war into a 
game, into ethical noughts and crosses. For 
the essence of a game is that its actions and 
emotions are self-contained and have no 
reference outside the particular area of 
their expression. Thus can exist side by 
side the talk of nuclear annihilation and the 
posters of the bomb, and getting on with 
the normal business of work and leisure. 
Work and action stand in strange con- 
trast. 


This fanciful notion of nuclear prohibition 
is a dangerous illusion, for its acceptance 
uses up that energy of social dissatisfaction 
which would otherwise be directed towards 
social change. For, like all religions and 
reigns of terror, the imagination is pre- 
vented by fear from constructing alternative 
notions of social reality. CND represents, 
therefore, the twentieth century equivalent 
of the nineteenth century movement for the 
care of the deserving poor, Don't rock the 
boat, says CND, and you can satisfy some 
of your social and personal needs. But the 
fuller satisfaction of these needs depends 
upon social change. The imagination of 
those who might lead and support a move- 
ment of social change has been riveted 
upon death. Tragically, the children of 
Hiroshima have become an obsession for 
the living; their bodies religious relics to 
bolster up a decadent civilisation. 


It is time that with reverence and love we 
bury our dead and then pay attention to 
the living. Poverty, violence and hate are 
within the general functioning cf society 
and the seeds of their fruition lie in social 
indifference, Camus said of modern man 
that he copulated and read the newspaper; 
future archeologists will find that in addi- 
tion some men also wore a badge. . . . 


The Sylvester doctrine 


When a nation’s security is threatened, that 
nation’s leaders are justified in telling lies 
to its people. Thus spake Mr. Arthur Syl- 
vester, U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defence, 
in New York last December, He was justi- 
fying the story that President Kennedy 
rushed back to Washington before the Cuba 
crisis because of “a cold.” (In fact, the 
President returned to make a speech con- 
demning the Soviet Ambassador for telling 
him lies.) 


When a nation’s security is threatened, that 
nation’s leaders are justified in telling lies 
to its people. But a nation’s security is 
always threatened - by definition. What 
else are armaments for, if not to counter 
the threat to security? So Mr. Sylvester’s 
multi-purpose doctrine relieves him for all 
time of the embarrassment of any ex- 
planations. 


When a nation’s security is threatened, that 
nation’s leaders are justified in telling lies 
to its people. Mr. Sylvester explained that 
the judgment over whether it was right or 
wrong for a government to advance lies was 
made in a democracy when its citizens went 
to the polls, So there you have it: if 


Americans don’t like lies, they should have 
voted for Nixon. Now that raises one or 
two interesting questions. .. . 

The laws of libel forbid taking the argument 
much further, so we'd better come to the 
point. When a mnewspaper’s sccurity is 
threatened, that paper ig justified in telling 
the truth to its readers. The sordid truth iv 
set out below. Don’t let your cold stop you 
rushing to the post. 
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The Labour Party 


Efforts to clarify the relationship of paci- 
fism and CND to the Labour Party left me 
still in a fog. Two days ago, therefore, I 
went to the House of Commons to find out 
just where my own Member (Donald Chap- 
man, Labour MP for Northfield) stood on 
the issue, and what he considered the posi- 
tion of his party. 

I had a very courteus reception, a full ex- 
planation, and a crystal clear answer. 

1. This Labour Member sincerely be- 
lieves that the West needs nuclear 
bombs, and only wishes ours were 
bigger. . 

2. He does not think that unilateral dis- 
armament would stop their spread or 
reduce the risk of accident (“ neglible 
dangers both”). 

3. “The admitted genetic effects of tests 
- deformities and leukaemia - have 
to be balanced against the thousands 
of people the Communists would 
shoot (as in Hungary) if not ‘de- 
terred... Underground tests are 100 
per cent safe anyway.” 2 

4. “If Britain renounced her nuclear in- 
fluence it would pass to Germany.” 

5. “ Pacifists, etc., deserve respect, but a 
politician must be more responsible. 
He cannot take such an easy refuge 
for his own conscience at the expense 
of national safety.” 

6. In Mr. Chapman's view only a small 
minority of Labour MPs are uni- 
lateralists and he does not expect any 
change. 

Donald Chapman is in other ways one of 
the most enlightened of his party. He has 
Opposed capital punishment and supported 
scrvicemen’s right to become conscientious 
objectors. Are his defence views typical, as 
he believes? Others are busy telling us 
to throw in our lot with Labour if we want 
disarmament. 

Could not Peace News try to find out can- 
didate by candidate where each stands - 
all parties ? 

Could you not then help to put up a uni- 
lateralist candidate in constituencies that 
have none ? 

If we cannot risk splitting the anti-Govern- 
ment vote do we not sacrifice principle to 
strategy ? 

You would need a fund for lost deposits. 
I would gladly underwrite one of them. 
Mrs. Anne James, 

84 Of'moor Road, 

Bartley Green, 

Birmingham 32. 


I trust you will allow me to comment on 
the letters published in Peace News (April 
5) replying to Frank Allaun’s article on 
recent changes in the leadership of the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party. In justification 
of INDEC, John Head depreciates the role 
of the Labour Party and would appear to 
question the wisdom of those who work 
within its ranks, For him the issue is one 
of exchanging “the work of mass educa- 
tion for that of esoteric manceuvring within 
the Labour Party machine.” 

Ignoring the pejorative overtones, this 
appears to me a perfectly reasonable state- 
ment of our dilemma. But need we draw 
the same conclusions as your correspon- 
dent? I think not. What is the use of 
“mass education” when it is the character 
of a mass that it is inarticulate and effect- 
ively insulated from the decision-making 
process? As your readers would be the 
first to agree, focal decisions are taken by 
elites. Public opinion rarely influences the 
decisions of these elites and when it appears 
to hold contrary views, these are lightly dis- 
missed as the expressions of an unrepre- 
sentative minority. 

Our course should therefore be clear; it is 
to permeate the decision-making elites with 
those of our views and persuasions. Only 
by such means will we be effective in 
changing governmental policy. Unlike the 
Conservative Party “elite,” the Labour 
Party “elite” is open, and like your other 
correspondent, Mr. Huzzard, I believe that 
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men of goodwill may be selected by a 
democratic process for membership of that 
elite, Once elected, they will increase the 
strength of the unilateralist wing of the 
Parliamentary Party, and in this role, I 
contend, they can be far more effective 
than working for a “mass” conversion. 
To a democrat this Iesson is unpalatable. 
I would prefer it were otherwise, but until 
it is proved otherwise (and I challenge Mr. 
Head to give this demonstration) I shall 
continue to work for the Labour Party, give 
priarity to my work for that Party, and 
urge this course upon others. 

Peter M. Jackson, 

Flat 8, Moor Court, 

Cottingham, Yorks, 


Party politics is power politics and it is 
obsession with power, the “ right” to order 
the lives of others, which has Ied to the 
prostitution of what degrees of democracy 
“ civilised ’? man ever achieved. 

Even CND, in Sanity some months ago, 
spoke of achieving such power. Opponents 
of the idea of independent nuclear dis- 
armament candidates (Kingsley Martin and 
others) say that putting up such candidates 
would make the movement look ridiculous. 
That is weak reasoning, as the history of 
movements for emancipation shows. 

The bomb has made nonsense of everything 
in the world today, and only by forthright 
condemnation of it and its advocates, by 
sponsoring candidates indepedent of any 
party, by real co-operation - not mere co- 
existence - will this world survive. 
Khrushchev is reported to be ready to have 
a direct telephone link with Kennedy. Will 
they eventually scrap their bombs before we 
nuclear disarmers have gained a place in 
the national parliaments where we should 
have more work to do after the bomb is 
banned ? 

B. Cevil Bevis, 

107 Hiil Lane, 

Southampton. 


Non-violence in France 


That is a plausible-looking generalisation 
Claude Bourdet makes in his Peace News 
interview (April 5): that non-violent action 
Is_ more likely to derive from Protestant 
thinking and that it is therefore not very 
popular in countries with a Roman Catholic 
majority. 

One begins to look for the explanation in 
the quality of spiritual totalitarianism to be 
found in Roman Catholicism; but the 
theory is spoiled by the circumstance that 
the non-violent actionists in France are very 
largely if not predominantly Catholic, 

If a distinction is to be made between 
France and Britain in this matter, the ex- 
planation is surely more likely to be found 
in the fact that the French have lived under 
a system of conscription for more than a 
century longer than the British. 

J. Allen Skinner, 

79 Lordship Park, 

London, N.16. 


Non-alignment 


As one of those hysteria-ridden Americans 
who took part in the Oxford Conference of 
non-aligned peace organisations, I think it 
might be worth while to point out that the 
term “non-aligned” was dropped from the 
statements of principle for rather different 
reasons than those suggested by Mrs. 
Collins in her recent letter (March 29). It 
was felt that “non-aligned” was a phrase 
which had been applied so consistently to 
states that its application to movements 
might lead to confusion. Instead, the 
Oxford Conference decided on the use of 
the word “independent” to indicate inde- 
pendence of the policies of any govern- 
ment. 

Mrs. Collins asks: “Are movements like 
SANE and CND non-aligned as to the rela- 
tive merits of a Communist or a democratic 
form of government?” Speaking for 
SANE, we are not concerned about the 
relative merits of governments, That is 
Precisely the point. We are concerned 
about the foreign policies of governments 
that make for war, and insist upon the right 
to visit praise or criticism on that basis 
wherever it is deserved. We do not believe 
that some bombs are “ peace bombs” and 
that some tests are “peace tests.’ The 
Confederation envisaged at Oxford is to be 
composed of non-governmental groups that 
share this conviction, and it is a condition 
of membership that applying groups show, 
for instance, active evidence of opposition 
to all tests. We are in favour of a single- 


standard, world-wide peace effort, and this 


Letters to 
the Editor 


is why SANE has recently voted to join the 
new Confederation. 

This position holds no indictment of the 
sincerity or integrity of those who have con- 
trary views. When the differences are 
clearly understood the lines of possible co- 
operation will not lead to misapprehension 
and disappointment. We are, of course, 
sorry that Mrs. Collins does not agree with 
SANE’s policies. It is not quite clear from 
the statement whether she is referring to 
the position of SANE’s two delegates at 
Oxford, or to SANE’s membership policies, 
but presumably the latter. The latter are, 
however, the same as those of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and many other US 
organisation to the left. In any case, 
SANE was glad to play host to Canon and 
Mrs. Collins on their recent one-month tour 
of the US and Canada. They saw evidences 
of a vigorous peace witness independent of 
the positions of both sides of the cold war. 
Donald F. Keys, 

Programme Director, 

National Committee for a 

Sane Nuclear Policy, 

17 E. 45 St., 

New York 17, 

N.Y., U.S.A, 


March on Parliament 


I was surprised to note how little publicity 
was given in the columns of Peace News 
to the march on Parliament, but even more 
surprised to read the note at the end of 
John Ball’s column (April 5) where he 
speaks of “disturbing features about the 
way the demonstration was organised.” 
Since Peace News was being printed while 
the demonstration was actually taking place 
I feel that it was a little late to make an 
observation of this kind. Whatever “ dis- 
turbing features” there were ought to have 
been well aired in Peace News, which pur- 
ports to be an independent weekly. 

I was there. I was appalled at the class 
war tactics, the “hate” slogans shouted 
with such relish, the planned pushes against 
the police lines, and at the five who sat 
down because their nice new poster was 
torn up, and sheepishly got up after ten 
minutes. The obvious idea was to break 
through the police lines and infiltrate, as 
the so-called “ Committee of 100 organiser” 
urged them to do, but the police were quite 
ready and not one got through. They, at 
least, were disciplined and united, and made 
a better demonstration for the things they 
stand for than the adolescent rebels, teddy 
boys, sensation seekers, sightseers, and those 
who didn’t want to stay home and have a 
dull evening watching the telly. But there 
were some others. One at least urged a 
sputtering Irishman who declaimed about 
his constitutional rights “not to be angry.” 
He seemed surprised at the idea - perhaps 
no one had ever mentioned non-violent 
techniques to him or advocated their prac- 
tice on an individual personal level. 

Yes, John Ball, there were disturbing 
features, and I hope you and the other 
members of Peace News staff who were 
also down there will do something about it. 
Everyone seems to be in roaring agreement 
about the notion of non-violent action up 
to the point of practising it, individually or 
as a group. It has to be learned, over and 
over again, and is difficult and dangerous. 
Can the Committee of 100 learn ? 

Albert H. Coddington, 

143 Fellows Road, 

London, N.W.3. 


Community 


A few years ago I wrote to you about the 
possibility of forming a pacifist, vegetarian 
community based on harmlessness and 
organic gardening. Three or four replies 
were received, but it seemed to me then 
that ten or twelve was a minimum work- 
able number, 

I now feel that a much smaller number 
could succeed, and I should be glad if those 
in the south, the Midlands and Yorkshire 
who previously wrote me would get in 
touch again. I should of course also be 
glad to hear from others who may be 
mterested. 

The idea is open to considerable variety to 
suit those taking part. Accommodation 
might be shared or separate, or some of 
each, The community could correspond- 
ingly be a close sharing of work and pro- 
duce or more of a business enterprise - or 
again, something of each. 

The members might, or might not, wish to 
hold jobs outside the community and “ dig” 
and do other community work in “ spare” 
time. Various kinds of contacts might be 
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formed in the neighbourhood, and perhaps 
social services undertaken. Much else could 
be written on the subject, and there is 
doubtless a lot I have not thought of, I 
await the replies of your readers. 

Alec Spring, 

35 Rowlands Road, 

Summerseat, Ramsbottom, 

via Bury, Lancs. 


No more bonfires 


Great and praiseworthy is the desire among 
campaigners to find ways of denying our 
oppressors the means wherewith to continue 
their war on the human race. Some see in 
tax refusal a way to this end, Observation 
suggests that there lies ready to hand a 
step which would involve neither mail bag 
sewing nor finding out who the local bailiff 
is. I refer to the widespread habit of 
making bonfires with the mouth. Cessation 
of this habit among campaigners would 
have the following beneficial results : 

1. Withdrawal of tax contribution to the 
extent of 3s per 4s 6d packet or 
£3 15s per Ib, of pipe tobacco. 

2. Transfer of this dough to Duff, Good- 


win Street, Caledonian Road, and 
Endsleigh Street could probably still 
leave enough over to buy a leaflet- 


bulging Rolls for the Canon and the 
leader of mobile teams, plus telegrams 
for the Earl until he reaches his 
century. 
3. Make more likely the survival of large 
numbers of campaigners until such 
time as they can be patriotically over- 
killed. 
Improve the ability of poor yokels to 
tolerate the atmosphere at meetings. 
Strike a blow against slave labour 
farms in Rhodesia and South Africa. 
Free land for food production in 
hungry areas, dj 
Provide an opportunity to go into 
tobacconists to not-buy cigarettes, ex- 
plaining why. ‘ 
Taken in conjunction with the currently in- 
creased arms budget, there is scope here for 
action somewhat analogous to the Mont- 
gomery bus boycott. 
Howard Cheney, 
Aylesmore Farm, 
Shipston on Stour, 
Warwicks, 
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BUILD 
YOUR 
FUTURE 


LET YOUR MONEY EARN 
FOR YOU 


Interest accrues from date of 


investment 


“ Guide for investors ” sent on 


request 


ST PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


For social saving 
200 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, N.W.3. 


and at 


112 COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
BOURNEMOUTH 
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Dot Davis 


THE DUSSELDORF INCI 


A group of 54 supporters went to Dussel- 
dorf Jast Friday on a plane chartered by 
the Westminster CND in order to take part 
in one of the German Easter marches. Dot 
Davis, a member of the “Peace News” 
staff, who was on the plane, reports : 


The plane arrived in Dusseldorf from Gat- 
wick at 11 am. As we entered the pass- 
port office we found that at least 100 Ger- 
man supporters were waiting to welcome 
us. Soon after we walked in we were told 
by a woman official that we would not be 
allowed to enter into Germany, and would 
we wait in the transit room until the plane 
was ready to take us back to Britain. We 
felt very discouraged by this, especially be- 
cause we felt that the German marchers 
would not be able to come over to the 
Aldermaston march unless they hired an- 
other plane. 

To show our objection to this we refused 
to wait in the transit room and some of us 
sat on the floor, while others shouted across 
to our German friends, who were separated 
from us by two glass partitions. After con- 
veying messages for quite a time, some of 
the Germans broke through the barrier of 
airport officials and sat down on the floor 
behind the glass partition. The rest of our 
party sat down in solidarity with them and 


both parties started to sing. 

At about this time the German police 
began to arrive, and, seeing us sitting on 
the floor, were rather puzzled by this 
action. It was at least ten minutes before 
they decided to pick us up and take us to 
the waiting airport bus, which then took us 
to our plane. Our action was unanimous 
and even those who do not normaily sup- 
port direct action joined in this sit-down. 
Since we were still refusing to co-operate 
the police had to drag us from the bus on 
to the plane, and several of us managed to 
get up again and repeat our action. This 
operation took the police over half an 
hour. Three of our party escaped and 
reached the Germans. We were assured 
that they would be looked after. 


Once in the plane we were not allowed out 
again, although several of us tried. It was 
at least half an hour before any represent- 
ative of the German Government or the 
British Consul came to see us. The British 
Consul urged us to leave for England and 
told us that we would most likely be 
arrested and deported if we did not. Most 


of us thought this latter alternative a good 
idea, for at least this would leave the plane 
free for the Germans to come back to 
England. 
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‘““ According to all the American, French, German, Russian and Chinese 
papers, it’s at Warren Row, near Wargrave.” 


Alabama: Negroes jailed 


The Rev. Martin Luther King and 50 other 
Negroes were arrested during a non-violent 
civil disobedience demonstration against the 
colour bar in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
Good Friday. 

Demonstrations continued on Sunday with 
Negro worshippers’ entering ‘“ white” 
churches for Easter services. Several 


Carlisle to help 


Vinoba Bhave 


The decision by the city of Carlisle to col- 
lect £10,000 to support Vinoba Bhave’s 
non-violent action programme (known as 
Gramdan) in the villages of India has given 
Donald Groom, field worker for the Friends 
Peace Committee, an opportunity to speak 
about Vinoba’s programme. 

Carlisle’s director of education, says Donald 
Groom in a report to British Quakers, 
“called together all the heads and assistant 
heads of schools to hear me. 

“As a result of this I spoke in 28 schools 
in two weeks and I am asked to return in 
October to talk to sixth formers on the 
international situation.” 
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churches turned them away, but two, the 
First Baptist Church and the First Christian 
Church, admitted them. 


One of the three people admitted to the 
Baptist church, reports the New York 
Times, was the Rev. Andrew Young, a 
member of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, of which Dr. King is the 
head. 


Mr. Young attempted to shake hands with 
the usher at the door and give him an en- 
velope with the contribution. Both gestures 
were ignored. 


Dr, King’s arrest was the climax to a week 
of demonstrations during which nearly 200 
Negroes were reported jailed. An Alabama 
state court had granted an injunction on the 
previous day against demonstrating. Dr. 
King reacted by announcing that he would 
ignore the ruling and invite arrest. 

In a northern part of the city six young 
Negroes were arrested on Easter Sunday 
when they sought service at a lunch 
counter. 

On Monday it Was announced in Washing- 
ton that ten freedom riders convicted of 
unlawful assembly in Tallahassee, Florida, 
would be granted a Supreme Court hearing 
probably in the autumn. They were 
arrested in June, 1961, during a sit-in at the 
airport restaurant, 


ENT 


If the Germans were not allowed to go on 
this plane, then we would refuse to fasten 
our safety belts so as to prevent the plane 
taking off. A few hours later the plane did 
start to taxi off, and when it reached the 
end of the runway and we were told to 
fasten our safety belts two-thirds of us re- 
fused to do so, The plane then had to re- 
turn to its original position, During this 
time our German friends were still demon- 
strating at the airport, and continued to do 
so until the airport closed at 11 o'clock. 
At no time were we allowed out of the 
plane. Around ten o’clock the captain of 
the plane told us that he had been pleading 
with the Mayor of Dusseldorf for us to be 
allowed off the plane in order to get better 
sleeping conditions. As the German 
authorities would not allow us any food, 
our German friends brought us enormous 
amounts of food, drink, cigarettes, flowers 
and Easter eggs. We spent a sleepless and 
cold night in the plane. 


On the next day the Consul, after coming 
back from church, decided to visit us to 
see if we had changed our minds. By this 
time I think that most of us felt pretty 
strongly about not leaving the plane until 
we had confirmation that the Germans 
would be allowed to go to England in it. 
Those who did not agree with this action 
left for England in another plane. The 
plane again tried to take off, but we again 
tefused to co-operate, and did not fasten 
our safety belts. This time the plane taxied 
into a hangar, which was to be our home 
for two days. Little happened on Saturday. 
Food continued to arrive from our German 
friends, Reporters and cameramen arrived 
from Britain, Holland, United States and 
all over Germany. 


We had many discussions in the plane as 
to what action we should take in order to 
get the German marchers over to join the 
Aldermaston march. In fact, much of our 
time was taken up by such discussion. A 


representative from the German group was 
allowed to talk to one of the group outside 
the plane. German supporters on the air- 
port had increased to 10,000 with the 
support of Danish marchers. Several of 
them were arrested that night in solidarity 
with us. The British Consul and the chief 
of police had visited us many times during 
the day to try and persuade us to change 
our minds. 


On Sunday we were given permission to 
leave the plane one at a time and walk 
round the hangar with a guard. This was 
our first exercise since Friday midday. The 
same afternoon at three o’clock the pastor 
of the Lutheran Church arrived and con- 
ducted a 20-minute service by candle light. 
Communion was also given to those who 
wanted it. Still our German friends were 
demonstrating for us. 


We decided to come home that evening so 
that the Germans would be able to see part 
ef the Aldermaston march, even if it did 
mean going back on our word that we 
would see it out to our scheduled time 
home on Monday evening. <A few felt 
rather annoyed that this decision had been 
made and showed their feelings about this 
by trying to jump out of the plane before 
it left. At 7 p.m., with seven Germans 
on board, we left Dusseldorf, and we 
arrived at Gatwick at 8.45. On Monday 
we all joined the Aldermaston march. 


It was interesting to note that the German 
police were most friendly, talking to us and 
reading the leaflets which Westminster 
Group had printed in German to be. dis- 
tributed on the march, 


I feel as an individual of the group that 
the action we took was right. Not only did 
we have the support of the whole of the 
German marchers, who sent us numerous 
telegrams showing their solidarity, but from 
CND groups in Britain, Denmark and Bel- 
gium, who also supported our action. 


Pope appeals for end 


to arms race 


The Pope last week called for an end to 
the arms race and for negotiations to avoid 
a war ‘that could be unleashed at any 
moment and overwhelm mankind.” 


His appeal came in an encyclical which 
makes history in being directed to both 
Catholics and non-Catholics. The 20,000- 
word letter, headed “ Peace on Earth,” was 
begun during the Cuban crisis. 


On arms, the Pope says: 

“It is with deep sorrow that we note the 
enormous stocks of armaments that have 
been and still are being made in more 
economically developed countries, with a 
vast outlay of intellectual and economic 
resources, 

“And so it happens that, while the people 
of these countries are loaded with heavy 
burdens, other countries as a result are de- 
prived of the collaboration they need in 
order to make economic and social pro- 
gress. 

“ People live in constant fear lest the storm 
that every moment threatens should break 
upon them with dreadful violence. And 
with good reason, for the arms of war are 
ready at hand. 

“Justice, then, right reason, and humanity 
urgently demand that the arms race should 
cease, that the stock piles which exist in 
various countries should be reduced equally 
and simultaneously by the parties con- 
cerned, that nuclear weapons should be 


The gap widens 


The big gap between the world’s wealthy 
and poor is widening, according to a new 
UN report. 

West Germany, Russia, Japan and Greece 
made most growth between 1950 and 1960 
- all middle income countries and all “ de- 
feated or devastated” by the 1939-45 war. 
For the seventh consecutive year Japan has 
led the world in shipbuilding and her major 
shipyards have enough orders on hand to 
keep them going for the next 18 months, 
including ships for the USA and_ the 
USSR, reports the New York Times. 


banned, and that a general agreement 
should eventually be reached about pro- 
gressive disarmament and an_ effective 
method of control.” 


In sketching the ways in which he feels 
peace could be made permanent, the Pope 
denounces race and religious persecution, 
condemns the intervention of one State in 
the affairs of another, and appeals to Gov- 
ernments to bring the benefits of economic 
prosperity to all men. 

The Catholic Herald’s diplomatic corres- 
pondent says that the Pope’s call has “ in- 
evitably increased the speculation that he is 
actively cncouraging arrangements of a 
‘summit meeting.’ ” 


42 days for 
CND airman 


Senior Aircraftsman Francis Edward Smith, 
aged 20, was sentenced on April 10 to 42 
days’ detention at a court martial at Wat- 
tisham RAF Station, Suffolk, for twice re- 
fusing lawful commands. He pleaded 
guilty. 

On March 27 Francis Smith refused to put 
on his uniform and then to report for duty. 
He had joined the RAF as a boy entrant 
in 1959 to serve a nine year engagement 
after the age of 18. He reached this age in 
1960 and is therefore due for release in 
1969, Mr. Leslie Castle, his defending 
solicitor, said that Francis Smith was 
“quite happy in the RAF until about a 
year ago.” He then became interested in 
politics and current affairs and went to 
Committee of 100 meetings in Ipswich. 
Mr. Castle continued: “He became firmly 
convinced that it was wrong for him to 
wear a uniform and to carry out the duties 
that were very necessary to his being a 
member of the Services.” 

Francis Smith has been taken from Wat- 
tisham, it is believed to Colchester. 

The sentence is subject to confirmation. It 
is not long enough to qualify him for an 
appeal as a conscientious objector. 


